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Pſal. 16.2, 3» O my Soul, thou baſt ſaid wunro the Lord , my Goodneſs 
extendeth not unto thee : But unto the Saints which are inthe Earth, 
axd to the Excellent, i-whom 3s all my delight. 


Pſal. 119. 18. Depart from me ye Evil-doers : for I will keep the Com- 
mandments of my God. 
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S our Diviſions, Animoſities, and Immoralities have aviſen 
from uncharitable Cenſuring of one another ;, ſo nothing can 
heal or remove them, but impartial judging our ſelves, | 
we cenſure our Neighbour. | > Page 5. 

The pure Love of God, and a meek Spirit, have ever decayed with the 

increaſe of Knowledge, when 'tis not guarded with profound Huns- 
bty. ; | ib, 

Aniivicy purſuit of Ambition and worldly Deſign, is equally Moral Ido- 

latry with the ſame Sin , in ſeuſual Pleaſures, and lower Enjoy- 
ments. b | -F 
To the end every Man may diſcover his own, we may diſtinguiſh our 
crying Sins, (the Canſe of our Calamities) under Three Heads, | 
1. Avarice, or Inordinate Love of the World. 
2. Debauchery, «zd Immorality. | 
3. Ambition, Pride, and Worldly Deſign. -Þr 3s 


{ * 


1. Self-Love the Fountain of all Evil, Love of our ſelves, inclines us 
to wiſh lower Enjoyments might not hinder Happineſs hereafter, and 19 
think Saints ought td rule, rather than Sinners. The Inconſiſtercy 
between the love of God and Mammon, The true Cauſe why all our Com- 
forts here below, ebb and flow with the fading Nature of the Objed of 

our Love, Real Happineſs centres in God alone. P. 8. 

The wretched State of the coverous Worldling, whoſe God is of @ periſhing 

Nature, . P+ 1 ls 


2. Of Debauchery and Immorality. _ ib. 


Such as do not comply with outward dts of Pitty and Devotion, but give 
yan up 10 Senſuality, onght not to be reckoned among Profeſ. 
0rs, ; ib. 
Of the Drunkard, the profane Swearer, and the unclean Perſon ; 4 
brief Diſcourſe of each, as of the worſt of Men ; uncapable of . Truſt, 
or Office in the Government ;, cannot be good Soldiers, as uncapable of 
rue Conrage, or good Condutt. PD. 12,13, 14+ 
A2 0 


The Contents. | 

Cauſe and Continuance 0 ar | 
* our Clergy, and Immorality of ſome of our Members , which is the 
Caſe of the Goſpel it ſelf :* The Removal of this,the proper Medium 
of Uniformity. AS Þ- 15. 
Of-the great Evil from bad Example of Magiſtrates, Parents, and Ma- 
fters of Families, and negle(t mm their Duty. The Ruipe. of Poſterity 
thrgarned thereby. - | = , Fl 5 - DIC 
Reformntion of: Mannrs-< t he'onmly Cure) muſt begin in their own Pat 
tern and Example. P. 18, 


3. Of the great Danger 41d Evit.of AmPition ava Worldly Deſign, 
* under the Pizor of Zeal for Reformation, arid of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and the Extent of it, as the Chriſtians Birthright ;, and of 
the great abuſe of it , by deſigning and «ambitions Per ſors, who, undex 
that Umbrage, ſeek Dommionand Rule, © . - p21. 
The Reſalt of all, in a Modeſt Enquiry how far Separation, or In. 
" dulgence hath wrought for the better, And.the proper,. and only Medi. 
um of our Healing and Cure propounded, enforced by Arguments 
from the greateſt Examples and Inſtances. : P.24. 
How the ill. Managery of the Tongue, or the bad Husbandry, of our 
Time, willrender all Religion vain. P- 32. 
The Author*s Apology.in a Pod: ſeripr. = 
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The Aurhor's Humble Dedication,  4p- 
; peal,and Addreſs, = __ 


;. Moſt Gractons God, the Creator and Safteiner of 

' all things, Thou aloxe art the Fountain of Being 
| and Happineſs, to whom all things are eternally 

| known, and from whom no ſecret can be hid ; thou 
ealleſt the things that are not, as if theywere ; and by the 
weakeſt means, canſ# effect thy greateſt Deſians. Lord, thou 
knoweſt my aim and end in theſe my weak Endeavoars, and 
the Motives from whence 7 have made them publick : Flow 
earneſtly T have labonred (ſince, through thy Grace I have 
turned my Back on Polly ) after a ſatisfattory Reſt to my 
anxious Mind; And how unwearied I have been by an impar- 
tial Enquiry- into the various ways of Relirjous Worſhip , 
which (theagh but Shadows in Religion) are ſo much injiſted 
apon by Men of different Perſuafions, to caufe Separation from 
our National Communion : Iu which (if [underſtand it right) 
no more ſtreſs is laid on any.Rite or Ceremony', than Decency 
aud Order do require. 


O my God, thou who art the ſearcher of Fearts,and by thine 
all-ſeeing Eye( as in open day)thou diſcerns the moſt ſecret De- 
frans of Men's thou knoweſt what ill ufe hath been made of theſe 
Fig-leawves of external Profeſſion, by ſabtil a»d deſigning 
Perſons, under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, and Zeal 
. for Reformation, to ſeparate from our Publick Eflalliſhed 
Diſcipline into a pretended purer Worthip, thereby to impoſe 
apon, and miſguide the moſt ſincere, and well meaning Chri- 
jtzans , to implant themſelves into feparate and gathered 
Churches, (as into a«more ferure Ark of Salvation”) owly to 
ſerve their own' Turns, and to' promote their own private Th- 
zereſt in thezr Worldly Defign ;. from whence our unhappy Di> 
Le Vi/10us 


viſions have ariſen, and Sefts like Lociſts have encreaſed.”t8 
the great ſcantlal. aud Offence of ſuch as are willing to do, of 
ſuffer any thing to be ſafe, and to the hindring many others 
from returning.,, who might have continued holy aud -happ 

Pillars in our Publick Communiqn, to the Advancement of 4 
Glory, in the Harmony and Tranquillity of the whole Kingdom. 


Z do moFt humbly acknowledge thy infinite Goodneſs towards 
me, for the gracious guidance of thy Spirit, in diſpoſing my 
Heart when {had examined and enquiredintoall other Perſua- 
frons, then to fix and join in that Communion, where I am 


fully perſuaded I may ſerve thee moF? acceptably, agreeable 


t0-thine own revealed Will, and where I may moſt benefit. my 
Fellow-Creatures, to my Comfort here, in order to. my eter- 
nal Felicity, 


O-my God, thou knoweft how IT have endeavoured in the 
Simplicity of my Heart, to make known to others, what thou 
haſt in Mercy diſcovered to me, and done for me, in ſparing 
we as a Monument of thy Mercy, and a Miracle of the Age 1 
dive in; having no other Cauſe to aſſign why T ſurvive my Com- 


' Panions in Evil, but that I ſhould at my Peril explode that 


a«umanning Sin of Drunkenneſs and Intemperance, and warn 
all others to ſhun, hate, anfl forſake Zt, as the Parent and 
Nurſe of Vice, Immorality and Debauchery, the monſtrous 
Bane of Humanity, and blaſt of a// Religion ; as 7t eclipſes 


' Reaſon , ( tbe Sun in Man's little World, rendring 


Men below Brutes , careleſs and ſenſeleſs of their Dut 

to Thee, their Fellow-Creatures, and themſelves ; bold and 
zaring in bare-faced Impiety, more barbarous and cruel than 
Tygers to their own Fleſh and Blood ; and in the dreadful 
Conſequence, without Repentance, Butchers and Murtherers 
of their own Souls, as well as of their Poſterity. | 


O Lord, in Mercy behold this finful, divided, and diſtrafted 
Kingdom ; and by thine Almighty Power, put a flop to that 
ſpreading Hypocriſie, Atheiſm, and Immorality,which every 
where ws. among us, Encreaſe the number of holy, m_—_ 
| | ned, 


xed, . aud painful: Paſtors in this cur National Charch ; and in 
thy gracious Wiſdom,  over-rule , order, ayd diſpoſe the 
Minds of all that are fitly qualified for that high and holyCal- 
lingythat'they may jein inthatCommunion;as the JureFt and tri- 
ed Bulwark againſt Popery,the beſt Prop and Support ofour Mo» 
#archical Government; and which(whiiſt it continued at Unity, 
and in Harmony of Horſhip): was\the Beanty and Glory of the 
Reformation, and the: Sanetuaxy for all diſtreſſed Proteſtants. 
FYoe be to thoſe: ſubtil Foxes (the Feſuit aud Seftary) that 
have been fo long endeaueuring to undermine:and ſupplant it, 
in poiſoning.it with Error' and falſe 'Dottrine ; and pulling 
down. its Fenc#s, 'to make way for the witd Boar the practical 
Atheiſts and Debauchee, to root wp, and choak. ak its ſacred 
Seeds with Profaue(s aud Senſuality.. 2h el 


- Awaken, and convince" (O Lord) all ſcandalous, ignorant, 
and llothful Clergy; and all profane, and vitious Magiſtrates, 
and Members of our Communron, with a'dreadful apprehenſion 
of- the Woes. pronounced againſt all that cauſe” ſuch' Offences, 
wherebv thy ways are evil ſpoken of, and our holy and pure 
Religion reproathed aud deſpiſed by: our Enemies «round a= 


bout-ug,> + 


0 Lord, I beſeech thee ( ſo far as it confifts with thy Hos. 
ly Will) -preſper, and ſucceed my honeft Defign in*this Work * 
Open the Eyes, and undecerve all thoſe, who agree our ' Do> 


arine (the Subftance- in our Eftabliſhed  Retiojon) to be pare, 


and yet do ſeparate from it into ſo many different. Perſuaftons, 
(the- Shell and: Shadows of Religion;) to increaſe our Heats 


-and Diviſions, and lay us open (as a Prey) to our Enemies. 


Do thou, O Lord, by thine own over-rulinz Graces encline. and : 
diſpoſe them, to return into the boſom of this our Church ,. 
that by good Living, i» - one Communion, we may all win,: and 
work -oxe upon another , by brotherly Kindneſs and: watchful * 
Love, as the moſt. likely means to heal all our. Divifions, and-* 
to effett an univerſal Reformation among. us, by reſtoring that. * 
Piety, Sobriety, azz Righteouſneſs i» Chriſtian Charity,: and * 
#1armony of Divine Wor fhip,which for ſo many years kept ap a * 
0 ' weneradie 


Ws M84: 


venerable Awe of thy Hily. Majeſty in the Minds of Hen, and 
rendered Religion amiable in this Kingdom. | 


O beſſed Redeemer, thine own Pattern, whilſt thou did} 
converſe with Men, is the faireſs Copy we can write after,and 
#hine own Precepts and Counſels, onr ſureft Guide and Inſt ru- 
Aion : Thou didſt both-teach.aud praftiſe Meeknefs, ' Humi- 
lity, and Self-denial,: as the fareft' Touch-Roye of thy truz 
Religion ; and pure; and. unmercenary, \ and impartial Love, 
and tender Compeſſion; towards all that bore the Aſpett o 
Humanity. Thou haſt made the knowledge of - our Duty _ 
and pliin, to all that will hear thy Voice, an® attend ro thy 
Teaching, though ſabtil Deceivers (for Worldly Defign) las 
bour to render it dark and difficult: But both the Deceivers, 
and the (willingly) decezved, ſhall one day juſtifie thee as 
righteous in their Condemnation, that if they periſh, it is be- 
cauſe they would not, and not becauſe they.could not crofs and 
refiſt their own corrupt Will, to comply with thy. Haly Will,ace 
cording to what they knew, or might have. known, znprder to 
their Own Happineſs. TE. | 401, Sth FTCA a 4 
. Grant, O thou Condudttor of Souls, that we my, through 
thy Grace, ſteer our whole Chraftian Courſe, by. this, thine 
own unerring Compaſs of Truth, between the two Extremes of 
Pride, Ambition, aud Worldly Deſign, -a#d Atheiſt, Debau- 
chery aud Immorality, through. Jelus Chriſt our-Lorg z 20. 
whom with thy Holy. Majeſty and befſed Spirit,. Three Glq-, 
rious Relations ix oze God, be Glory. and Praiſe'for ever. 
Amen, | CLIT 


LIMI 
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THE. EE 
LAYMAN's RELIGION, 
In an affectionate Epiſtle to all Mankind. 


Pſal. 30. 3. O Lord, thou haſt brought ap my ſoul from the Grave : thou 
haft kept me alive, that I ſhould not go down to the Pit. 
Pſal. 6. 16. Come and hear all ye that fear God, and I will declare what 


be hath done for my ſoul. 


S there is nothing hath more occaſioned, and increaſed onr 

| Heats, Diviſions and Animoſities, than the raſh and un- 

* charitable Cenſures, which Men of difteringPerſuaſions are 
apt to paſs one upon another, to the great ſcandal of Religion, and 
encouragement of Debauchery and Immorality : So nothing in the 
World can ſooner heal our Breaches, reform our Manners, and 


- unite us all among our ſelves, than an impartial Scrutiny by every 


Man into his own Heart and Life ; ſo as firſt to give Sentence at 
home upon himſelf, before he adventures to cenſure or judge his 
Neighbour. | 

It is a manifeſt Truth ( but a lamentable one,) That as rhe 
pure Love'of God, and 4 meek, Spirit have, ever fince Man's Fall, de- 
cayed with the increaſe of Knowledge in the generality of 
Mankind; great Knowledge not guarded with profound Hu- 
mulity ,- rendering Man but more like the Devil: So from the 
beginning of Chriſtianity, Pride and Self-love have always in a 
gradual Courſe joſtled out Truth and Goodzeſs where-ever it hath 
been planted, and turned the vital part of Religion into Sophiſery 
and Di/pate, which begets Quarrels in Profeſſors about Shidows 
and Circumſtantials, whilſt they negleCt the Subſtance in good L.i- 
ving, thereby baniſhing Chrifian Charity, to make way for Intereſt 
and worldly Deſign , though under a ſpecious Vizor of Zeal for 
Refor mation. 

Now as we all agree, 'cis more eafie to know than praCtiſe 3 
fo we muſt all allow, that when Men's ACtions ran counter to their 
Words, (though never ſo charming,) it renders their Advice (ina 


great meaſure) ineffeCtual to others, becaaſe they do not follow 
| B | it 


The Lay-man's Religion. . 
i themſelves, This made St. Pat ſo careful of bimſelf, Teſt while 
he was preaching to others, he might become a Caſt-away. And 
that others might doe ſo too, he left as a ſtanding Rute, his Advice 
| to all, to havea peculiar regard to their own inbred , and habitual 
_ rl Evil, a> that Clog which hinders us all in our Chriſtian Courſe. 
lj eb. 12. 1. Let 14 (faith he) lay aſide every weight,,and the Sin which apth fo.ca f 
| beſet us, that we may the better run our Race after our Redeemet”s 
Pattern. 
| By God's Grice, 1 am a 'Wizneſs from, my own Expertence of 
this ſad Truth, having been a Spectator of rhe miny Revolutions: 
of late among, us, and one of the greateſt [oftances of the Divine 
Goodneſs the preſent Age affords, for this very end, that I tnould 
: | hang out myExperience, for a Light to warm others trom farther 
[* 0 ire Phi- adventering, either in a falfe Perſuaſion of Religion to ſecular ends, 
loſephia Dax gr in the PraCtice of any known Sin : And therefore, | 
«4s mpg I have here adventured to publiſh my weak Endeavours (as a Lay- 
Cl — on man”s Religion) to awaken and quicken all others, whether Profellors, 
Ex2urri,y or Profanc, to leave off all farther purſuit of Stidows, and to em- 
PUILTIN 5 ' 
145 dies bens brace the * real Subſtance, that both. may forfake their Idols, and 
& ex precep- return to God, from whence all ſuch are fallen. Ye 
=p attvs, For thongh the Objett of Men's Love and Delighr may be diffe- 
ile 712 pec- | = . | t th cording to 
Cato af; d;e. TENt ,'as the one is in extreme oppoſite to the oOLNer, accorcing 
bus eft antepo- their different Inclination and natural Diſpoſitions-z yet both are 
nendys, Cic. equally gnilry of Moral Idolatry, as the one purſaes inordinate Am- 
Who-wovld hjtion, and worldly Deſign, and the other fenſual Pleafures,. or 
not be Reli- jower Enjoyments; borh equally robbing God of that Love, Com- 


g10us, Were he : . | : 
Once Convinced placency, and Delight, which we all owe him, as the Fountain of 


that true P/ca. Good, and ſupreme Author of our Being. 
"+ ure, and real 
#1 pineſs. © | | 
4 C*hich all de- 7h;zs 7 ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate 2n the following 
fire) are alone - ; 
Difeourſe.. 


to be found in 

a pious, ſober 

and verruous ? | : 

Life.  O thon HE primary Cauſe of atl our Evils is Sin. and to find ont this 
_— Paradiſe "3 Truth, we muſt trace it to its Original, in our firſt Parents 
7 might 4+ Diſobedierice 3 whoſe Foot-ſteps we now tread in, when we fig 
{ ly Prophet fo- after the Similitude of their Tranſgreſſion, (that is) againſt Know- 
f Temily avouch ledge and Means. Their ' Sin was Diſobedience to their known 
+ One day in thy Daty, indiſ-believing Truth it ſelf, and giving Credit to the Fa- 
1 Courts, is bet- ther of Lies; forſaking God the Fountain-of Good, to ſeek their 
_ -;. Happineſs in'the Creature 3 by which they, and all their Poſterity 
| where, Prat for ever loſt Paradife in this World, and all Right and Property 
$4 10. (farther than as Stewards accountable) ia-all we polleſs here _ 


UMI 


. ted with their own inward Frame, the proper Schools for this Diſ- 


endeavour briefly to ſhew what are thoſe crying Sins that have cau- ,,,,;4. gur 


.The Lay-mans Relivion, > 
This is a Truth owned by all, but ſach as are Strangers toGod 
and themſelves ;' and which none can deny, but fach as are wilfully 
ignorant of God's revealed Will in the Scriptures, and unacquain- 
cipline. : 
For God hath placed in every Man's Breaſt the flaming Swerdof 
Reaſon and Conſcience, to hinder his inordinate purſuic of Happi- 
neſs here below, and to chaſe him out of all hope of ever returning 
back to his earthly Paradiſe, or finding any real Satisfaction for that 
infinite Principle of Love and Deſire (which is the Radical AﬀeCtion 
of his Nature) in theſe lower Enjoyments. 
So that the Diſorder we feel within us, and all the external Mi- 
fery that befals us from the Creatures (as Inſtruments of God's Ju- 
ſtice) without us, are but the effects of our Diſobedience z and in * c,,ve in 
Love deſigned for our CorreCtion, to awaken usout of our ſenſual is nothing elſe 
Security, and cauſe us to * return from purſuit of Vanity in the Crea- but cea/ing £0 
ture, toGod the Fountain of Happineſs from whence we fell. d» evil.by thus 
Now foraſmuch as all Mankiad ( ſince the Fall ) are \naturally $7" = 
blind to themſelves, and partial in judging of God's Dealings with jn n-waeſs of 
them, ever willing to excuſe themſelves : And as they follow their Life. Which 
firſt Parents Steps in Rebellion 3 ſo when they ſuffer, are tao apt in its effect, i 
(with them) to transfer the blame on others ; The Woman thou ga- RePrtance 
veſt me, cries Adam ;, and when ſhe was charged, The Serpent beguiled 7 dead 


me, was her Evation. And fo to lay the Cauſe of all our Miſery at _ Ka 


>) 


ſome other Door ; which is in effect, to throw back all on God, as is when wedc 


if he cauſed what he doth not prevent. both, from a | 
I ſhall endeavour briefly here to demonſtrate, that every Man, _ _ ry 
$ ru 


( Saint or Sinner, Phariſee or Publican,) of what Perſuaſion ſoever in his The 

he be, that doth not firſt look home into his own Heart, ſo as ſeri- ates axaind 
ouſly to conſider his own Ways, and judge himſelf, doth till ſhare S:r, and in hi 
in the procuring Cauſe, which hath brought all theſe Evils up- Promiſes to 
ON Us. reward Obe- 


And that I may convince every Man of the Truth of this, I ſhall _— - 2 
ſed all thoſe Judgments ( which we either feel or fear, that every ſelves for his 
man may the better judge himſelf how far he ſtands guilty before Service here, in 
God and his own Conſcience therein. And thoſe Sins may be com- 9'der - Pen 
prehended under theſe Three Heads, = hn 


I. Avarice; or, an inordinate Purſuit of Mammon. 
Il. Debanchery and Inmorality. | 


Ill. Ambitian, Pride, and Worldly Defign. | | 
| Es f 7 | L ſhall 


The Lay-man's Religion, 


I ſhall begin with Se/f-Zove, The Fountazn of all Evil, as 
that which includes all the reſt; and in the firſt place 
Jiſcourſe of 4varice, or Inordinate Love of the World. 


Wi: poſſeſs'd of the whole World, or the greateſt ſhare 


in ic, I ſhould be happy or miſerable only, according to 
the good or i Uſe | made of all I polleſs'd.: It has been 
the great miſtake. of many wiſe Men in all Ages, to account them- 
ſelves Proprietors of what God conligns to them in Truſt, as Srewards 
only, for the Good of the great Family of Mankind, whether it be 
Riches, Honours, Power, or Endowments of the Mind: And when Men 
thus eſteem all they polleſs their own , they allume to them- 
ſelves God's Title therein, and from thence naturally draw this 
Inference, That they may do with their own what they pleaſe; either 
keep their Wealth locked up in a Cheſt, or lay it out according to 
their own Humour and Fancy ; in building * delightful Palace, and 
pulling itdown, when they have done z id the purchaſe of empty 
Titles of -Honour ; or in prodigally treating and obliging the 
Grandees of the Warld; or laviſhly confuming it in Luxury and 
Senſuality. | 
And being thus miſerably miſtaken in their Reckaonings, they 
value themſelves by the abundance they polleſs, not conſidering 
that their great Revenge, as well as their Health, Time, and Op- 
portunities increaſe their Care, as Talents of which they muſt give 
a ſtrict Accompt; and as they hoarded' up, or ſacrificed them to 
their vain Glory, or Pleaſure in their Life-time; ſo, when they 
die, ( ſtill reckoningall their own ) they uſually diſpoſe of what 
they have left to others, who being equally Slaves to their own Paſ- 
fions, either follow the ſame foot-ſteps of immoderate fcraping toge- 
ther, or elſe prove as grezt Vallals to the. like inordinate Deſires in 
ſcattering, as they (that went before ) were in gathering, (for in 
both, Afammos is the commanding Pawer or Deity, ) each ſeeking 
that SatisfaCtion from the finite Enjoy ments of this World, (where- 
in the Shadow only of the Divine Excellency 1s fcattered, ) 
which can be no where found below God himlelf, the Fountain 
and Original of all Perfetion; who, like the beloved Pole to its 
Needle, can alone giverelt to. Man's boundleſs and imnortal Ap- 
ecite. 
N Thus have I known great Eſtates gotten- and ſpent withia the 
compaſs of my own Memory ; as the one from a ſmall beginning 
rolled together his Mole-hill nf Wealth, ſo: nothing remains of his. - 
prodigal Succeſlor*s, ſave only this infallible Truth, That both lu- 
boxred in vain for ſatisfattion in that which cannot ſutisfie. | 
4 ; $4 It 
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It is eaſie to know theſe Trhths, bur only difficult for ſuch topra- 
Qiſe, who have not'yer throughly learned. that (ſeeming; bard). Lef 
ſon of Self-denial, and the:Crojs, the firſt terrible Blow to-Fleſh and 
| Blood, and Touch- ſtone of true Religion ; which. our Saviour makes 
an [ndiſpenſable requiſite to the very Being of his Diſciples, though 
it ſeems an hard Saying to them that have not ſo learned Chriſt. | 
Our Lone 10 oxr ſelves ealily inclines us to beheve, (atleaſt, to 
' wiſh in our Hearts,) That the Happineſs and Glory of the World to 
- come, might conſiſt with a full Enjoyment of our Portion alſo in 
_ this Life; which renders all thoſe DcCtrines ſo pleaſing and agree- 
able, that doallow S3ints a greater Right than Sinners .n-the Riches, 
Dominion and Governmeat/of the World, though this be quite con- 
trary to what our Saviour himſelt tadght, when he declared the 
Love and Service of God and Mammon (or the World) to be incon- 
liſtent in one and the ſame Wer{hipper, as irreconcileable as Heaven 
and Hell, for that the one is in direct oppoſition to'the other. Our 
Love to God aſpires upwards, towards him,,'as the Centre of our Reft, 
and the only - Happineſs our Souls do thirſt: after: Our Love of 
Mammon (or the World) is groveling downwards to-the Earth, 
and always centres in our ſelves, but neverquiet z inſatiably deſiring, 
though never ſari-ficd. For our Seoul is an erexnal Principle, and can- 
not feed on fading Enjoyments: Goodneſs it lelt is her. proper Food, 
of which all the 4 071d is but a faint Shadow, The Love of Mimmon 
craves ſenſible Good z, but the Lnve of God begs rather the Lighe of Plal. 4. 6, 7+ 
his Conmmtenance, A _ | 


Fnis is the Reaſon why all onr Comforts in theſe lower Erjoy- 
Ments are never certain, but do ever ebb and flaw, according to 
the fading Nature of the Object whereia we ſeek our Happineſs, 
(whether it be Riches, Honours, or Pleaſares;) all which, like Weeds, 
that ſeem Flowers to Senſe, yield nothing but Emprineſs and Van 
ty Lo the Mind, and do alwaysend in Vexation of Spirit. Which 1s 
\. a plain Demonltrarion, that ic is nnpoſlible for the :oul of Yan to 
find true Reſt or Satisfaction in-this outward World, till the return 
(by inward retiring of the Mind) home 10 God, from-whom ſle firſt fell, 
as the living Fountain of Good. How pathetically does Darwid hear 
witneſs to this Truth, by his own inward. Experience in P/al. 63, 
O God, thow art my God, early will I ſetk thee: My Soulthirſteth for 
thee, my Fleſh longeth for thee, i a dry and thirſly Land, where no V ater | 
4s, to ſee thy Power and thy * Glory, _ as I have ſcen thee in the SanFua- * By this ex- 
ry : Becauſe thy Loving Kindneſs is better than Life,. my Lips jhall praiſe ** _ G 4 ad 
X LC QaUCE (AY 
we arenow to underſtand the: Internal Beauty of Holineſs, whichs by intelleftual View, we' 
hold from our Contemplation in: the inward-Temple of our Mind; reilecting. on the Purity of 
Gods. Worſhip, 1 the Allembly of his Saints, þevn | | 
; | thee gz 
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thee Thus will T bleſs thee while I live, and will life up my hands int thy 
Name : My Soul ſhall be- ſatisfied, as with Marrow and Fatueſs ;, and 
my" Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful Lips, "when I remember thee. on my 
Bed, and meditate on thee in the Night-Watches,, becauſe thow baſt been 
my Help, therefore in the Shadow of thy Wings will I rejoyce. 
Now,foraſmuch as ſach an holy Frame of Spirit is purely wrought 
by God's Grace, ſo it is our Duty in an humble manner to pray for 
It; and God, who is faithful in w hath promiſed to beſtow it on 
Them that diligently and ſincerely ſeek it. | E 
AndI1 wiſh every Member of private Congregations, who axe ſo 
. apt to be puffed up with an over-weening Conceipt of their own 
Ability, as to think themſelves above all ſet Forms of Prayer, were 
ſo convinced of their own Ignorance and Weakneſs, as to make uſe 
of this one Colle in our Church-Liturgy, for their Eaſe and Help 


herein. 


Almighty God, who alone canft order the unruly Wills and Aﬀe- 

tions of ſinful Men, Grant unto thy People, that they may love 
the thing which thou doſt command, and deſire that which thou doſt pro- 
miſe; that ſo, among the ſundry and manifold Changes of this World, 
our Hearts may ſurely there be fixed, where true Foys are to be found ; 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lora, | 


To which T ſhall ſubjoyn but this one ſhort Prayer, as another 
part of the ſame Zirurgy z which here followeth. 


A977 God, unto whom all Hearts be open, and all Deſires known, 
and from whom no Secrets are bid, cleanſe the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may pertectly love 
thee, and worthily magnifie thy holy Name \, through Chrift our Lord, 
Amen, x 


And now I have mention'd the Lirzrgy, 1 humbly appeal to all cha- 
ritable and well-diſpoſed Followers of the bleſſed Redeemer, (who 
have tried and examined it,) whether this plain and brief Form may 
not ſuit withthe Capacity and Diſpoſition of the moſt Learned, and 
leaſt Knowing ; the Phariſee, and the Publican; the ſoundeſt Belie- 
yer, and the moſt ſcrupulons and tender Conſcience ; ſo as they 
may all join together in their publick Devotion. 

And whether there be in any other way of Worſhip, a Standard 
more agreeable to the Frame and Faculties of Man's Mind, than 
in our Liturgy eſtabliſhed among us, ſo as by frequent and ſolemn 
aſſembling themſelves together, they may thereby provoke, en- 


A a OuraEes and diſpoſe ene another to Union of Heart, and Harmony 
"iy | | "4 
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though they all, as. haters.of Gad:and Goodneſs, ate ever'apt torvent 
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im Divine. Worſhip, as the /higheft- Happiaeſs, attainable (in Coms 
mon) among, Chriſtians in this, World:;: though for. a time:the Caſe 
may. be the ſame with: themy as. it was with: meg/and mayy; others, 
to have an averſion to it, from the Miſrepreſentation.of others, of 
want of a right apprehenſion of ſome things contained in it. Bug 
to return : | 

How miſcrable a Creature then is the Coveras Worldling, who 
ſo little tronbles himſelf with the things of Rehigiang. or the World 
to come; that he feels no orhesx Hwnger or Thirſt, but after AMemmon, 
of this World; being fo polſe{kd with the Love of ity that he hath 
no Toom! left in.his Heart for Love of any thing beſides? And 
whilſt he labours under the 7 yranny of an injatiable Deſire of more, 
he feels no Comfortin all that he doth enjoy, though he hugs his 


 Mammonas his only God and Portion, the'Object of all;ihis Thoughts, 


Love, andiDelight, till his-Soubbe favitl'd front him 4; leaving his 
Body and: Mawimon to periſh together. (tt | 

- Andthis is the firſt- ſort of crying. Sins, eviling from Slf- Love, 
or Moral Taolatry, in ſuch as feek-Heaven-and Happinefs in Mam- 
m7 here below, judging and cenſuring all others but themſelves, 


I ſHall now proceed to ſpeak of the Second ;. 
' which 1s, 


Debauchery and / mmoraliry. Ne, 


A N D as for ſuch as have-given themſelves up to Senfaatiry and 
Debanchery, 0: as: not ita( wait upon:the; Poſts of Wiſllom's: 
Doors, in a conſcientions 'and fober- Uſe of the; Mears 3 as,  Rea-' 
ding, Hearing, - Praying, cotverfing, with: themſelves atone, and: 
with good Men, in order tobe reformed ;; but are.ſo-far from deſi- 
ring or endeavouring to be reclaimed, that they are rather ready 
to offer violence to ſober Reproof,. and to: deride and ſcoff at all: 
Advice and good Counſet : I ſay, fuch-as theſe; whoiare roo apt to: 
name themſelves Sons of the Charch, onght not to be reckon'd/ among. 
Profeſſors, (though our Adverſaries molt uncharitably or deſignetly: 
father roo many of them upon'us,)-becanſe they do- not own God's- 
Livery in any viſible Acts of Piety' and Devotion 3: but having de-: 
ſperately. ſhut their Eyes, and hardned their Hearts, do. by their: 
wilful Rebellion declare themſelves Enemies to God and all Reli- 
ion: And that ſuch as- theſe haveibeen' both the Cauſe,. and . In« 

runments: to' bring: God's: Judgments upon ns, none, can' donbr 5 


their: - 
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_ Man; yet dares blaſpheme the living' God, the Law-giver of Hea- 
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their Fury and Malice (when God's Hand is upon them) againſt the 
moſt righteous and innocent Perſons. 

And I ſhall addreſs my ſelf to them, as they diſtingaiſh them- 
rm their crying Abominations 3 and name but Three for all 
the ref. | | 


1. In that unmanning and brutiſh Sin of Drunkenneſs, the Parent 
and Nurſe of many other Sins, as it puts out the Lamp of Reaſon, 
Man's healthful Guide unto all vert#ozs Aftions, and fafe Pilot to 
ſhun Yice. This Sin diſpoſes Mento all that may be called wicked, 
to betray their Prince, their Religion, their Country, and all to ſerve 
their Luſts; for he that has abandon'd his Reaſon, and loſt all Senſe 
of Honour and Shame, is falſe to his own Soul, and can never be 


true to any thing elſe. 


Nor is that 'Man's Crime leſs, whofe Body ahd Brain can bear 
moft : Nay, the Scripture pronounces the greate{t Woe againſt the 
Mighty Drinker, as a Murtherer of his Brethren, by-provoking them 
beyond their ſtrength, to;bear an equal part with him, in a moſt 
impious Abuſe of God's Creatures. in which ſervile Dradgery of 
Sin and Satan, he is a kind of Felo de ſe ; he conſumes his Time and 
Patrimony, his Parts, his Body and Soul, and ſi falls at laſt a Sacrifice 
to the Sin thar he loves above all theſe, nay,” above God himſelf. + 


2. The profane Swearer, who ſo cheaply ſells his Soul to the De- 


+ vil, for neither Pleaſure, Honour, nor Profit, the three Shadows of 


Good, wherewith he baits his Hook to incline Men to all other Sins 
beſides, is ſarely the worſt ſort of Prodigal in the World. 

What Words can utter his prodigious Folly, and daring Impie- 
ty, who with bloody Oaths calls for [Damnation without ceaſing, 
(when he is already-under the Sentence,) as if he ſcorned the leaſt 
moment to prepare for his Execution ? 

Such a deſperate Caitiff had need\go to Tyburn to learn Diſcipline 


_ of thoſe miſerable Criminals z who, though they have been all their 


Life nnmindful of their latter end, being now ſenſible their Time is 
limited by Man, (and may be ſooner determined by God,) would 
make any Terms of better Obedience, if they might have but a time 
of Traak.-: :> - | | 
Certainly were not. Men grown paſt feeling by. long practice, 
they might tremble to think, that the ſame God who, in terrible 
Thunder, publiſhed Man's Daty in ourt Sinai in Ten Precepts, 
made no difference between the Thief, the Murtherer, and the Swea-. 
rer : How deſperate then is'the common Swearer, who can abſtain 
from Robbing, and Killing, forifear of being hanged by the Law of 


be "ven. 
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dare you call your ſelves Chriſtians, when you hate to be reformed ? 
4 C 
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Heaven and Earth, and ſtab his Redeemer with bloody Oaths, though 
he be already ſentenced (without Repentance) in Body and Soul un- 
to Hel.-fire. 


3. The Unclean Perſon, eſpecially he that glories in his Shame 
how wretchedly does he cheat himſelf in the Object of his Love, when. 


he forſakes his God, the Fountain of his Being, and the moſt amiable 
ſatisfying Good, in exchange for a ſordid and inſatiable Puſt z tranſ- 
forming bimſelf into a laſcivious Goat, to hug and careſs the poiſo- 
ned Carcaſe of his filthy Hag in loathlome Embraces ; wallowing 
in the polluted Mire of impure and unchaſte Thoughts, till his Mind 
become the Den of Satan, and a Cage of unclean Birds. 

Well might Solomon denominate the Saint and Sinner, by the Cha- 
rater of a Wife Man, and of a Fool, without any other Note of Di- 
ſtinftion. How can-he be accounted wiſe, that refuſes Counſel, 
and hates Knowledge? How-can you be Chriſtians indeed, when by 
your Lives and Language you proclaim your ſelves your Redeemer's 
Enemies? You muſt meaſure your Love to Gud, by the Senſe you 
have of Evil. Never pretend to be Honourers of God, when you 
can be unconcerned at the higheſt Diſhocour done unto his Name, 
make a Mock of Sin, and divert your ſelf with the filthy Converia- 
tion of the Wicked. \ 

To what a deſperate pitch are ye now grown, who can thus fin 
without Recoil ? You have now conquer'd a tender Mind, and can 


13 


ridicule what is ſacred, ard ſcoff at all that is 4erious ; for * no + yemorepe 
Man was ever ſo extreamly wicked ona ſudden. Wonder O Hea- & fuit turp 
vens, and be aſtoniſhed O Earth ! that a Chriſtian Age and Nation ſimus. 7uv. 


ſhould produce ſuch daring Rebels toan holy God, to pull down Ven- 
geance on vs all. | 
Do but call in your Mind, and hear God's Yotce by his Prophet, 


- thus ſpeaking, If 1 be a Father, where is mine Honzur ? If 1 be a 
* 4laſter, where is my Fear ? Mal. 1.6. Let every Man examine and 


judge himſelf, how little ſhare God can have in his Love, when he 


ſeldom thinks of him, or never ſeeks after him, bur when thoſe his 


Idols (or filthy Luſts, whereia he moſt delights) do fail him : For, 
according as Men's Comforts ebb and flow from theſe lower Enjoy- 
ments, ſo uſually God hears from them in their Danger, Wanr, and 


"Miſery. And let any Man, inhis Wits, ask himſelf the Queſtion, 


Whether he could bear wich ſuch Ingraticude, and baſe Uiage .from 
his Fellow. Creatures. | | 

And to you, Scarler-Sinners, | ſpeak, and dare nor be ſilent : To 
you, the Shame of our Religion and Government: To you, the Re- 
proach of our Church and Nation, and' Grief of all good Men. How 


You 


os 4 a "y- - bo _ « _ 
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Yor are the Peſt of the Kingdom wherein you live, infefting onr 
Youth, the Seed of Poſterity. - And as theſe crying Sins, by the Law 
of Ged, do render you moſt unworthy to ſhare in our Civil Govern- 
ment, fo you, above all Men, are molt unfit to be intruſted with any 

Military Employment; for we have found by woful Experience, that 


Drunkara's, Swearers, and Whoremongers can never be good 
Soldiers, as being uncapable of true Courage, and good Con- 
dutt ; and therefore we may ſafely conclude, 


Such as you are the worſt of Men, an horrid Scandal and Nuſance, 
but no way ferviceable to your King and Country : The worſt of 
Soldiers in time of Danger, though fool-hardy in your Mirth and 
Jollicy, thus highly to provoke your Maker.. In time of Peace you. 
ſtifle your Conſcience, you filence it with your Curſes and Oaths, 
as Drums ard Trumpets drown the Cries in a Battel; but in the 
Face of an Enemy, when you ſhould defend your Country,, you 
tremble zt Judgment to come 3 ſhunning the Danger, (as Malefa- 
Qors do Execution, in hope of a Reprieve,) that you may - have 
Time to repent, though the Kingdom periſh. 

'Tis only the vercuous Man, and the ſober, that can be Men of 
Conduct and Reſolution, whoſe inward Teſtimony animates thejr 
Courage, by aſſuring them of their Reward , Thar if they live, 
they gain immortal Honour ; if they die, their Life is a Sacrifice in 
defence of their Religion and Country. 

All other Courage is either without rational Condnet, ariſing 
from the Ferment of Blood and Spirit, wherein Game-Cocks. and. 
Maſtiffs outdo the greateſt Heroes 3. orelſe it is fool hardy Valour, 

' ariſing perhaps from Brandy, or ſuch intoxicating Liquors, which 
. operate into Frenzy, evaporate into frothy Folly, and expire in 
Drowzineſs and Stupidity. , 

And how unfit ſuch a Creature is for Conduct, orto:look Death 

inthe Face, when inward Guilt, and RefleCtion on paſt Folly, ſtrikes 
:him with Horrour, and Apprehenſion of a future Judgment, none 
know better than his own Conſcierce z which, 'when it ſhould ani- 
mate his Courage, ſtrikes him with Terrour, aftd-makes him a fear- 
ful Coward. © 4 dC AE P75 

' Conſider now, all you that thus force your ſelyes againſt God!'s 
iowzrd Teaching it is no more than what the Heathen allowed to 


* Video melio- Þe * innate in every Man's Breaſt, and what'your own Conſcience, 
ra, proboque, If yon give it leave to ſpeak, will witneſs to be true; nay, you 
| Deteriora ſe 'wijl and muſt hear it on a dying Bed, or at a ſhameful End, (the juſt 


Reward of ſach impions Folly.) Ir is continued pgs" 
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this inward Teaching (after long ſtriving with God's Spirit) breeds 
Deſpair, which often ends with the Knife and Halter, as a terrible 
Warning to all that ſurvive. | 


Dread therefore the Thoughts of Judgment to come, where the | 


Worm that never dies, an eternal Anguiſh, ſhall, like a Vulture, 
gnaw upon your wounded Spirit, by Reflection on your paſt Follies, 
and long Abuſe of God's Patience, waiting to bring you to Repen- 
tance. 

Be wiſe yet, before it be too late z God ſtill waits to be gracious, 
with a Turn ye, turn ye : Why will ye die? 1 have ſurvived Forty 
Thouſand that are all periſhed in theſe Quick-ſands, and am only 
ſpared for your ſake, to hang out my Experience for your Light, 
to warn you all from deſperately adventuring farther in the ſame 
wicked Courſe. Be not deceived, abuſed Mercy will turn to Fury : 
Never pretend to be Lovers of your Country, Church men, or Loyal 
Subjefts, till you reſolve to be Chriſtians, and good Men. - 

For it is moſt certain, Rebels to God and their own Conſcience, can 


never be good Subjetts, or true Friends : And it 15 as certain, onr holy - 


Religion (the beſt Support of Monarchy, and the ſureſt Bulwork 
againſt Popery) is (with che Goſpel it ſelf”) equally uncapable of ſuffering, 


' but from the vicious Lives and Immoralities of ſuch wicked Members, 
who thereby expoſe themſelves as the vileſt Criminals on Earth, and Ob- 


jefts of God's eternal Diſpleaſure. I ſhall now briefly ſpeak 


Of the Doctrine and Diſcipline of our National Church : The 


chief Cauſe and Continuance of Separatzon from it, ariſes 
from the Scandal of ſome of our Clergy, and the Immora- 
lity of ſome of our Members ; which is the Caſe of the 


Goſpel it ſelf. The Removal of this Offence, is the pro- 


per Medium for niformiry, as the only Means to unite 
us all againſt our Common Enemy. 


F this Matter, I hambly beg leave to ſpeak plainly the Senti- 
ments of my own Mind, without Flattery, or Railing, or 
giving juſt Offence to any. | 

Our Religion eſtabliſhed commands and approves of all that is ex- 
cellent, and praiſe-worthy ; it forbids and condemns all that is evil 3 
exciting moſt powerfully to an holy, exemplary Life. 

It eſteems all external Mode, Form, and Geſture, to be but the 
Cruſt and Shell of Divine Worſhip : It lays no more ſtreſs on. any 
Rite and Ceremony, than only Decency and Orderrequire. Net- 
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ther could | ever find thoſe Members of our Communion, who might 
_ truly deſerve the Name of Pillars of our Church, ſo fond of any thing 
that was indifferent, but they could molt willingly part with it, to 
purchzſe Unjon with their Diiſenting Brethren ; if deſired in ſuch a 
manner, and to be done in ſuch a way, as may preſerve Unity and' 
Peace in the Church. | WE 

Our DoCtrine and Diſcipline manifeſtly diſclaims all Seperſtition 
and Idolatry, as molt abominable; and (to the ſhame of ſuch jl] 
Members) is defe@tive in nothing but good Li1vmg ; which (none car 
aery) is the Caſe of the Golpel it felt : Therefore the greater Woe 
is pronounced againſt them that thus ſcandalize it, by giving Offence 
to others, or expoſe it with prejudice to any. 

We are bleſſed with a great Number of pious, learned, and re- 
vererd Fathers and Paſtors : But, hinc ille Lachryme, we havehad 
too many others, (and I wiſh it were morelaid to heart,) that have 
cauſed our Religion to be evil ſpoken of. And we know -who ſaid 
it; Woe beto them by whom fuch Offences come. 

I pray God grant, all that take upon themſelves that high and holy 
Calling, may /o qualifie themſelves for it, and ſo regulate their Lives, 
according 10 the Exampies of thoſe | firſt mentioned, rhar by a pious, 
humble, and blameleſs Converſation, ( the moſt powerful living 
Preaching.) they may put r0 ſilence thoſe Adverſaries who are too apt to 
take cauſeleſs Offence, and make a great Matter of it, where little js 
given ;, that they may thereby remove that Prejudice, which the Miſcar- 
riages of ſome of their Brethren have created in the Minds of 100 many to- 
waras or Diſcipline and Worſhip; giving them-occalion, not only r9 
ſeparate from us, but even to reproach our Religion, as countenancing 
fuck Enormities. This would wonderfully contribute towards ſo 
deſirable a Bleſſing, as Uniformity and Harmony in Divine Worſhip, 


Of the great Evil in bad Examples of Magiftrates, Parents, 
and Maſters of. Families ; and from their Neglect in their 
Duty. | 


ND in order to ſo great and publick a Blefling as Harmony iv; 

- Divine Worſhip, (for the Foundation muſt be laid in a Refor. 
mation of Manners,) it highly concerns you Magiſtrates and Rulers, 
as God's Vicegerents, to conſider your Daty, both high and low, 
in every Quality and Degree z and even you Parents and Maſters, as 
well as publick Officers ; for you are every one, in his peculiar Pro- 
vince, as a God here below, ſet up and appointed in his ſtead, to 
puniſh and diſcountenance Evil Doers, and todefend-and encourage 
them that doe well... yl | LEE 93! 
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And where by evil doing, you give. bad Examples, It aggravates. 
your Crime ten fold; and you ſhall aſſuredly anſwer. for all the 
Evil which thereby you give occaſion, or encourage .others to com- 
mir. | 
: And you mey he alſo aſſured of this, that where you are remiſs, Qu; non ve- 
; orneeligent, to exert your Power 2nd Authority, to hinder Vice tat peccare, 
* andW iekedv2fe in others, it is equally the ſame, and you ſhall be accor- cum potelt, 
/ dingly judged, as if you had commanded or Comtenancedit, jubet, 
it is you mult reform the Age we live in, and aſſiſt the Government 
we live under: The Truſt in you repoſed, is a great, a facred Ta- 
* lent, for which you muft account, as under a ſtrict Oblsgation to 
God and an, to be jult and faithful therein. 
it is from a Neglect in you, that our good Laws are trampled un- 
der foot, and rendred uſeleſs, at atime when there is more need 
than ever of their due Execution. _ 
That Publick, Houſes, at firſt deſigned for Conveniency, in Mode- 
ration on lawful Occaſions, are now ereted, multiplied, ( and as its 
were conſecrated ) to be Shops and Nurſerjes of Prodigality and In- 
rtenperance, and Seminarics of Debanuchery in all Diſorder and Im- 
| iety. 
BE That our Streets do ſwarm with the worſt of Vermin, Shop= 
lifts , and Pick;pockets, lewd Ballad ſingers , *Rioring arid Ribaldry ;, 
and ( which is now become our common Nuſance,) with Beggars 
in the Day-rime, and in the Night with the Spawn of the Bottomleſs 
Pit, thoſe Drabbs called Nigbt-walkers, Panders, Pimps, and Common 
Drurkards, with innumerable Thieves, as the Product of all, in 
aiding , receiving , abetting , or conniving. All this ariſes, en- 
creaſes, and continues through youg Vegleft. 
It is alſo from your Neg/c& that ſuch numberleſs Troops of 3n- 
fernal Agents, Bullies, Cheats, apd Gameſters, the Locuſts of our 
Age, are peaceably ſuffered openly to frequent all Publick Places, 
 1n thediſguiſe of Gentlemen, to have free and unditturbed Opportu- 
» nTities, as Inhabitants and Reſidents amongſt us; and by_all their 
ſubtle Arts and Infinuations, do corrupt and debauch our Youth, as 
well in Schoots, as Families, eſpecially the Univerſuizs and Seminaries 
of the Law; aSalfo Servants ( Male and Female, ) Appreriices: and 
Caſhiers, to diſpoſe and diſcipline them by all the Lures and Baits of 
Pride, Pleaſure, Gaming, Drunkenneſs, and Wantonneſs, -to de- 
fraud, filch, purloin, and at length defperately to betray their Truſt, 
by downright Robbery. Picking of Locks, Falſe Keys, and Coun- 
terfeit Bills, and all the ways wherein the Devil inſtructs thoſe 
Agents, to bring them to ruine.. | ' | 
And as by Laxary, Prodigality, and Intemperance, men thus con- | 
fume their Eſtates, loſe their Credit, and 'becoime deſperate in their . 
| is. 1 ILL Fortune,, | 
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Fortune, they from thence {as naturally as EffeCts hold of Cauſes) 
turn Gameſters, Cheats, High-way-men, Houſe-breakers, Horſe-ftealers, 
and ſuch like Caterpilers, to devonr and deſtroy ; aſlociating them- 
ſelves into-Cabals and Parties in their ſeyeral Diviſions, (as it were) 
the Barditi of the Kingdom, : | 
Nay, we ſo far exceed other Nations in bare fac'd and daring 
Wickedneſs ; that whereas they allow only of ſecret Stews and Bro- 
thel-Honſes,” we have innumerable apen Shops, ( as Warehouſes of 


Hell, ) where impudent Strumpets expoſe themſelves as the De- 


vil's Nets, to catch their weak and filly Prey, having their Faftors 
abroad (thoſe Bultes and Hefors) in diſguiſe of Gentlemen, to in- 
veigle young and old to thoſe Chambers of Death. 
If the Laws made by our prudent Anceſtors againſt theſe Ene- 
- mies of Mankind, That all Perſons, Lodgers, and Inmates, that 
live high, fare well, wear a garb of Perſons of Quality, and are 
ſuſpeCted to ſpendabove their Income, as having no certain viſible 
Eſtate, -or other lawful ways to ſupport their Expences, ſhall give 
an account to Magiſtrates, what they are, from whence they come, 
and how they live, and from time to time find Sureties for their 
good Behaviour 3 how many of theſe Evils might be removed and 
prevented ? | 
If the Laws made in all thoſe Caſes, as alſo againſt the Profana- 
tion of the Lord's Day, (the Spring and Source of all theſe Evils,) 
were duly put in execution, this wonld be:the moſt effeCtual Means 
to cauſe' an univerſal Reformation of Manners, and ſecure us at 
home and abroad againſt our ſecret and foreign Enemies. 


« | | 
"But this Reformation muſt begin from your own Pattern 
and Example. 


Therefore eſpecially remember, you are intruſted, as God's Re- 
preſentatives z and the beſt way is for every Man to begin at home 
with himſelf, to reform that which will inevitably ruine a4, if con- 
tinued a little longer, and leave the ſucceeding Generations a Wil- 
derneſs of ſalvage Beaſts, whoſe Blood will lie at your doors , for 
from: hence ſpring all'the Evils I have already ſpoken of. 

That Maſters and Heads of Families, when they ſhould be at home 
ſober Patterns and Examples to Children and Servants, with their 
Family, offering up their Morning and. Evening Sacrifice to the 
God of their Being ; even for them to be then conſuming their 
Time, as well as Subſtance, abroad in Coffee-Houſes, and other 
Publick Houſes, leaving their Children and Servants,obnoxijous to all 
Che ſnares may be laid for them by the Devil and his Agents. mn isa 

| tter 
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. Matter deſerves the conſideration of all, eſpecially ſuch as are under 


ſo great Obligations to reform it. . FEITe 

The putting of a ſtop to theſe growing Evils, is the only Means 
to reſtore a ſot:r and indyftrious Education of Youth, under ſober 
Tutors, Maſters, and Inſtru&ers, by ſevere Dilcipline, the only 
Foundation whereon to raiſe the ancient Glory of the Bririſh Iſle, in 
a ſtock of ſuch Natives of our-own, as by prudent ſteerage of the. 


. Helm at home, and Martial Conduct abroad, may again give Law 


LIMI 


to.all the World. 
And to deal plainly, if you impartially. examine your ſelves, you 


will find allthis Negle& proceeds from-the Poiſon of Self- Love, as 
being blind towards your ſelves, and atraid'to look home, and too 
forward to cen{are others. | | 

And that makes you partial, and ſway'd with Intereſt. or Aﬀe. 
Con, likeold E/z, too gentle in reproving your Relations,or afraid 
of your Supzriors; unwilling to:difoblige your Friends, and. roo 
apt togratifie your Neighbors, Cuſtomers, or your Tenants; and 
it may be, loth to puniſh 1n- another, what you. are :gnilty of. your: 
ſelf. Thus it will be whenour Loye'to God, the Spring of all. our 
Happineſs, is turned-on our ſelves, the Fountain of all Evil: Then 
Governors, appointed by God to be his Deputies for the good of 
their Inferiors, turn Renegadoes, and act in the Devil's Work, to 
the inevitable Ruine of Polterity, 'whoſe Puniſhmenr hereafter will. 


beranſwerable to their Crime; -if they eſt ape (as feldonm-they do )- 


their Portion of Shame and Miſery here. 


But that which ſhanld be the greateſt grief (though few lay i to heart)” 


z the Diſhonour done to. God, and the Scandal done to our Religion, from 
ſuch groſs Neglett,, and+ evil Prattices im rhe Profeſſors of it. ;" 

From hence, it 4s manifeſt, 'our | Adverſaries on all fides take oceafion 
by their venemons Tongues, and the viralent Pens of mercenary Knwwes, 
and Scriblers, in printed Libels and railing Pamphlets, malitionſly and 


falſly ro-charge the pureſt, and beſt eſtabliſhed Religion in the Wo, Id, wh - 


ſuch Immoralities and execrable Treaſons, as have been-hatched in ſecret, 
by the moſt flagitiou Villains and Traytors. © - © | 

Jt argues little Charity for our” Retapiom, (or Kindneſs. for ns, at this- 
time/s day, i "fo publick/ a mayner 140 pn ys gr Neottrine, and 
Diſcipline of our National Ghurch, with ſuch -ſiac- 

tf at conntenanced, or allowed the Wor dvior Mtims of ye \ oeſf ming 
Kmnaves,- ( whocan be of any Perſuaſion,”) and ſome profiigate' Vikains, 
the proper-T o9ls of ſuth Knaves,) who have-given themſelves the Name 


of Church-of-England-Men 3 but are indeed of no Religion atall, and 


thers: 


bavebcen really concernedin the late damnable Plot, or do diſpu:e whether 


wind Reflexions, as: 


as 
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there be any ſuch Plot or #0, as if our Doftrine or Diſcipline inſtrued | 
them therein. | 


Chriſtian Charity, without Reflexion , would rather have concluded x 
( as our Religion teacheth ;) That ſincere Chriſtians will ever be 
Loyal Subjects, Honeſt Men, and Good Neighbors. Bur UKogues 
will be Kogues in all Climates; and defigning Knaves and Time 
ſervers, will be Pppoccites and Traytozs in ail Werſusfions, : 

What Mercy can we expett at the Hands of theſe Men, (were they but 
arm'd with Power,) who thus publickly arraign and explode, not only 
our National Church in y—_ but alſo ſuch Perſons, whaſe Piety and 
Meekneſs in the whole T enour of their Lives, ( eſpecially under their 
late Trial,) 1ight have obliged their wor Enemies, in Silence, to bewail 
them in their preſent Condition, and leave them to ſtand and fall to their 
own Maker ; at leaſt, to a more charitable Opinion of them, than thus 
raſhly to charge them, as. Betrayers of our Laws, Literties, and Re- 
ligion ; nay, of the whole Kingdom, by inviting the moſt barba- 
rous, tyrannical Diſturber of Chriſtendom to accept it. He 

This is far from Love of Truth, Chriſtian Zeal, or Loyalty for 
their Majeſties now in the Throne : But we may (with more Charity) 
conclude it to be done at this junfture, on purpoſe to expoſe our Reli- 
gion, and all its Adherents, ſo as thereby ro excite, and enrage the 
credulous and ungovernable Multitude (who. are eaſily impoſed upon) 4a- 
gainſt them, as Authors of all the Miſeries and Calamities we. now 
groan under , 4s 4 ready way to ſet us all in @ Flame, even now that 
we ſtand in moſt needof Union. 

When God knows, they that are thus cenſorious, and raſh in judging , 
may bave had as great a ſhare ( as any) in the procuring Cauſe, 1 
ſpeak my 9wn Mind plainly, as apprehending it my Duty, for ſhould 1 
be unconcerned, when 1 hear my innocent Mother publickly ſlandered and 
exploded, 1 ſhould declare my ſelf wor ſe than an Infidel. 

But all this ftill proceeds from the ſame Original Fountain, - and Pgiſon 
of Self-Love. y . 


This would be/ no Riddle, if Men would firſt look home, and judge 
themſelves; for er of- all Perſuaſions: are ſo ready to blame others, 
before.they do this, that they are to0 apt wholly 10 excuſe themſelves, with ' 
tbe Phariſce, I thank thee , O Father, I am not as this Publican, 


But the right way of Judging, © ( 4s I have ſaid before ) to trace 
our Miſery toits Cauſe, and from thence look up to him that appoizts the 
Inſtrumentsof our . Puniſhments, and can remove or change them at hi 
pleaſure. . | $44 


- 
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Now let us conſider the Third and laſt,. but the moſt /ubimee 
and ſubtil fort of Moral Idolatry ; or, Thegreat Danger 
and Evil of 4mbition and Worldly Defign, under the Vizor 
of Zeal for Reformation ; and of Liberty of Conſcience 
and the great Abuſe of it. | 


"Tis true, as God Almighty hath various Ways and Methods toreform 
and diſcipline his Children, according to their various Tempers and Diſ- 
poſitions ;, ſo the Devil, by his Fanizaries, Deſigning Hypocrites, and 
Time-ſervers, who can readily take any Impreſſion in Religion, beof two 
or three perſuaſions at once, to promote their own lntereſt, puts himſelf 
into various ſhapes, and baits his Hook, with various Objefts, ſuited to 
mens different Inclinations, that he may catch both Phariſee and Publi- 
can; as well the ſpiritually proud, 4s the Debauchee, that no Fiſh 
may eſcape his Net, and (if it were poſſible) the Elef# too ſhould be 
cheated by him. 

Thus be baits the Luxurious with Pleaſure, the Avaritious with 
Riches, ad the Ambitious with Pride, Dominion, and worldly De- 


lign. 

hen he deſigns to ſubvert a Kingdom, or overthrow a Government, 
be doth not appear immediately in Arms and open Hoſtility z but firſt 
under a Diſguiſe of Zeal for Reformation , which he generally pro- 
ſecures, by removing all Foundation {aid #n the firſt Principles 
of Religion; andthen proceeds to create various Opinions in the Minds 
of hone#t and well-meaning Per ſons, of - eaſie and credulous Diſpoſirions; 
continually raiſing Niceties and Scruples , ( before any Foundation 
be laid in fundamental Knowleage of the firſt Principles of our Religi- 
on, contained in the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commands, and the 
Creed,) and thoſe Niceties and Scruples are more and more irritated 
by ſubtil ard deſigning Teachers , wider 4 Diſguiſe of Liberty of 
Conſcience. 

God forbid Liberty of Conſcience ( if regulated by the Standard of 
the Scriptures) 4s it is the Birthright of every Chriſtian, ſhould be dent - 
ed to any that in ſincerity deſire it, to live peaceably under the Govern- 
ment inall Godlineſs and Honeſty; becauſe many perſons of honeſt 
and well-meaning Principles, may , from therr Education in Foreign 
Parts, or in Families of different Perſualions, either miſapprehend, or 
= rightly underſtand the Truth of our Dottrine and Diſcipline eſtablijh- 
ed among ns. 

And |. others, in the ſimplicity of their Hearts, -when they ſee 
the vicious Lives and ACtions of ſome of our Members, or the Scan- 
dal of ſome of ow Clergy, in things that are open and manifeſt, wo 
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be ſo impoſed upon, by Jeſuitical Whiſpers on the ove hand, and 
-private jnimneriyg::F caches; 0 rhe bther; havd, 95-40: d-1gging this 
our - Retoien oft abthed,. muſt et her: countepranee or. allow uf ſukl.Evils 
in the Frofe ors of it, Which {( as I have already. ſaid): 1s::the.Caſe 
of the Goſpel it ſelf. b, ES 4. 

Now foraſmuch as our Governinent ts founded in the Laiv of God and 
Nuure;and Ont R el'g10n eſtabliſhed, s ſettled ' and framed. from 20 other 
Stand::rd or Original but G od's revealed Will in the Scriptures, and ſo both 
may be'a juſt-Standayd for x orher Governments. Jt muſt therefore be 
a Strain of gieat Afrogance and'Þreſumption in any Stare- Mountebank ro 
propoſe any Foreign Preſident for alteration of either. ©) 
And 19 ſilence all- Complaints but theirs, whom nothing leſs than All 
will ſatisfie, As our Religion azd' Government ſo effabliſhed, do allow 
a peaceable: and innocent Liberty of *Conſcience, te Grand Charter 
of Chriſtianity #t- ſelf ; (which we have found by experience, no 1ther diffe- 
ring Per ſudfion vt ours, would ever allow any loriger than” they wanted 

power 10\ reftrain-it 5?) ſo- none can deny it to be both prudin: ind juſtin 

the Goverrinent , ( from the Law of Self-preſervation,) rot akerare 

of, and ſecure it ſclf againſt all abuſe of ſo great a Bleſſing ," by ſuch, 

who have pure Religion only in their Mouths, but the-rankeſt Poiſon 

of Ambition and Worldly Deſign in their Hearts; making 20 Scruple 
(as Opportunity offers) to devour Widows Eſt ates,as well as the Honſes\and 

Patrimony of them and all others,to make way for their own Amibitions 
Deſigns; For we find it moſt certainly true,” by woeful-experience, thax 

it-is 1npoſlible to ſecureany Government inthe World 6n adaſting 
Foundation, but by. annexing it with the Religion eſtabliſhed, ſo 
28 to make them inſeparable, according to the Policy of New-Eng - 
land ;, ( where Liberty of Conſcience firft planted their Law-makers.y 

Fhey that do not firſt approve of, and embrace qnr Religion eſta. 
blithed, oughr to have nos ſhare1n our Government, ' ts 1 - 
” Bret ſuch as would come into- the Government on other T' erms, have 
Liberty of Corftience ozly in their Months, but Ambitionand world: 
ly Deſign #2 their Hearts ; which they carry on Y multiplying. Setts 
r:nder ſeveral Leaders, ( each an bitious to be Head of his own Party, 
who, by their influence on credulous and well-meaning Perſons, entlofe 
them, as in ſo many Peculiars, each Paftor to encline and lead'Vis ow» 
Flack's, the only 7Aethod to divide, and conſequently tro weaken" both the 
Government and Religion eſtabliſhed, That whenever their Intereſt is 
in danger, they may eaſily ( as hath been praftiſed in litre caſes ) by the 
ſame Art, diſpoſe all ro unite ( for the ſame end) againſt the Govern- 
ment they live under, | | abit py 
And thus one and the'ſame. common ( though mviſivle ) Enemy of 
Mankind, pitting himfelf into various ſhapes, and baiting his Hook wirly 
proper: ObjeBs; ſuiteats mens variogs Tnclinations and Diſpoſitions, (which 
ht . ak 


wo, 
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al centre. ins elf-love, ) can firſt divide td weaken , and again unite 


minion ard Rule. | 


For 110 ſooner is any Party gotten wppernioft,” bit the fame Principle of 


Ambition and worldly Deſign animates the reſt ( that are under) to 
ſupplant that ,, in order to advance themſelves into the Government ; 
ſo that their whole Balzdh of Deſigning and Eontrivingy ever g1ds 4n A- 
narchy ad Confuſion z which hath cauſed many of their Chief Buil- 
ders (convinced by their byn'woefhl experience) at Iaſt to ackpowledge 
their Error, and to declare, That to ſzek a Kingdom in this world 
by carnal Meats and Weapons, is no true Badge of theBleſſed Re- 
deemer's Followers., ' 2 S705 4 | 
What clearer” Demonſtration can we have that there 4s alwitys ſuch a 
Deſigning Party at the Bottom , under the moſt ſpecious Vizor of Zeal 
for Reformition, 4d Liberty of 'Conftithce;” than'ro ſee thoſe whs 
pretend to the greateſt Purity and Sandtity-( though of ſeveral Por ſuaſi- 
ons) all to unite, and dilgently apply themſetors "ro ſuck Patrons aud 
Leaders, whoſe Intereſt and Tnfluence may beft' promote their Deſign, 
though they all know them to be of no Religion at all; nay, ſuch as are 
guilty of the greateſt * Immoralities 3 who can thunder ont ' bloody Ozrhs 
without reliftancy, and make uſe of their 'Power ana- Intereſt to- oppreſs 


others, and e#groſs the Widow and Orphans Eftates!  Snch Men as rhtſe, 


are proper Objects of all the Courtſhip and Addreſs of thoſe' confecrated 
Politicians ;, for they well know they are adapted for their Turn , who rea- 


dily proſtituting their Conſcience to their Intereſt, can be moſt ſerviceable 


zo their ambitious Deſions, And as thty are Favorites in the bicheſt ſta- 
tion, fo they are capable ef the greateſt Afts of Oppreſſion and Injuſtice 
therein, ( by alienating the Hearts of Subjetts, Ythey may contribute more 
to dethrone a Monarch, or ſubucrt a Government, than Pen Thouſand 
Armed Men ;, eſpecially as theſe deſigning Hypocrites' manage tt to their 
own aztuantage ; who, though they always carry the fAlfery of a Loyal 
All-hail in their Mouths ; yet by ſecret Trumpets in every corner they ar- 
raign the Prince himſelf, as Aithor of all As of Injuſtice and Oppreſ< 
ſion, done by ſuch his Miniſters, to render Mornatchy uneafe to the Peo- 
ple; and at the ſame time, with no leſs induftry, both 1 Prblick and pri- 
vate, expoſe the moſt Faithful and Tnyil Conrfollbrs at ſaint ſhparesy 
who are moft true ro the Church and Governimesd, td be very PUIAH 
and Security of the Throne, as Betrayers of thiir Crnrrev, thai Laws 
and Liberty ;, rendring them odio to the Prince 11d Feople, that they 
may remove them, in order to get Champions ard Agentt of their own 
Faction, into all Places and Offices of Truſt and Power in 468' Governe 
ment, | 


» W" has 


70 deftroy the beſt Religion 474 Governmefit bn hz world ; though the 
deſigning Party are ever Iurch'd in what they jm - at, which is Do-. 
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This diſcovers plainly that the Patrons and Clients are both governed by 

eve and the ſame Principle of Self-Love, which ebbs and flows with thesr 

own Intereſt, the vital part of their Religion, and ſo diſpoſes them to di- 

vide or unite againſt that which oppoſes their Deſigns, and at length to 

_ among themſelves about ( what they all aim at ) Dominion and 
&. 


The Refulr of all which may be this ; 


Oo put Us upon a. 


Modeſt Enquiry, 


Hat Endeavors have been made by all.the Separate Congre- 
£ations 10 general,towards-an #7iver ſal Reformation of Man- 
ners, and. Allaying oxr Heats, to heal our Diviſions, in or- 

der to Union among our ſelves z, the only Means under Heaven, to: 
ſecure us in theſe perilous times againſt our Foreign Exemy.. 

And wherein Chriſtian Charity and Purity of Life ( farther than in 
cheap and eaſie fruit of the Lips)hath appeared in Dsſſenters,or thoſe: 
that ſeparate from:our National Commumon, and pretend to Extraor- 
dinary Call.and Converſion, To as to diſtinguiſh them. by. any viſible: 
Change in their Lives and. Converſation, from thoſe of our Commu- 
#i07,who live according to the Do&rine and Diſcipline of our Church, 
or from what they. themſelyes have ever before been in. their Life- 
time. 

And alſo-what viſible EffeAs the late 1dlgence granted to Diſſen- 
zer5,hath wrought for the better,in procuring more meek, hrmble,and' 
peaceable Spirit, or abating Pride, AMwurmuring, or Diſcontent ;, railing 
againſt, and cenſuring of others, (even among their own Party,) fi. 
order to- heal our Breaches, and compoſe. our Differences. 

Nay. we may modeſtly. enquire, whether the Scope and.tendency 
of all. endeavours in the Leading Party among them, hath not been: 
more after Dominion and Rule here below, than to advance the King- 
dom of Chrift in the Hearts of Men? And in order to tliat, whether 
they have not,. with the greateſt Subtilty. and Partiality. improved. 
their FaFories and Agency by humane Policy, to direct, order, or 
influence the choice of Magiſtrates- and Officers in every Colony 
2mong_ us, from whence the greateft Heats and Diſturbances have 
ariſen, let.the viſfible Effetts ſpeak for themſelves ?. 


And 
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_ And when we have ſo done, we may ( from the Hiſtor of the 
laſt Age) reflett apon that happy VUnzen, which cantinued among, 
Proteſtants, in this Kingdom, iathe open.PraCtice of Piety, Sobriery,. 
and Righteouſneſs, from the firſt time of the Reformation , but eſpe- 
cially duriug the forty four years of Q1een Elizabeth's Reign, when 
all (as one Soul) joytully and conſtantly aſſembled together at the 
ſet times appointed by the Church,,to celebrate D svine Service, and 
hear the Scriptures daily read, as the only Means to keep:up a vere- 
rable Awe and Senſe of the Majefty'of God inthe World, and in the 
Mind of every individual perſon, and to maintain and increaſe 
Chriſtian Charity and Brotherly Kindneſs, ( the alone Medium of 
Union in a Kingdom, } as being all fully perſuaded in their Mind, ic 
was a Service moſt acceptable to God ,, without any. other Diſci- 
pline, or way of Worlhip than what had been ſo ſetled among us 
by thoſe Pious-and- Learned. Martyrs. ( the Founders of it, ) who: 
carried their. own Faggots, (_ ot loving their Lives unto death, ) to 
bear. their Feſtimony for.it. | 
By whichymeansthat happy Queen ſo long reigned in Peace, ( by 
Love, )- in the hearts-of all her Subjects, and a Terror to all her Ene- 
mics ; whereby. our National Church became the _ of Rome, and' 
the anly Sanctuary forall Diſtrefed Proteſtants abroad. | 


All this plainly demoxſtrates, That pure and undefiled Religion, four- 
ded in Piety, Sobriety, «nd Righteouſneſs, may be eaſily known of all, 
4 it conſiſis in Humility, Self-denial, , ard ſincere PraCtice of what we 
krow, (all epitomiz'd in good. Living,) and not in profound Know- 
_ 2, needleſs Diſputes ,. long Prayers, or. fruitleſs Diſ- 


HM theſe things were laid to heart, ſo as tohe well weighed and: 
conſidered by all ſarcere and well meaning Chriſtians, who now ſepa+- 
rate from our publick Communion,into private Congregations, that 
from thence they might be awakened, to-examine, and { with me )' 
ſeriouſly enquire into the Truth of things, they would ſoon find 
how miſerably they have. been impoſed upon, and drawn into pre- 


judice, and an ill apprehenſion of the pureſt and be## eſtabliſhed Reli- 


£ion on the Earth, by ſuch deſigning Leaders as can be contented to 
ſacrifice the Peace. and Safety of the whole Kingdom, to promote: 
the Intereſt of a Party, in order. to | O_e their own Ambition and: 
Werldly Deſign, though under a Di 

when in truth by Separation. from us, they do bur exchange one 


Shell.of Religionfor another; for ſo I! reckon, (and ſo our Church 


doth eſteem ) the moſt refined Diſcipline , or outward Way of. 


guiſe of Liberty of Conſcience ,, 


Worſhip to be ;, aud lays no. more ſtreſs in it than no w_ 
JT Gr: 
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Order requires: Therefore it is no wonder that 'the moſt Ignotant, 
and Short-ſighted, and Tuch'as look no farther into-Religion then 
the o#tward Appearance, But are never capable of diſternitig the /7: 
ral Subſtance, ſhiould, from the Scandal of ſome wicked” Members, 
(from which the Goſpel it ſelf was not wholly exempt,) be io apt to 
deſpiſe our eſtabliſhed Diſcipline, and yet at the-ſame time idolize 
another Form, or Way of Worſhip; as if God were more pleaſed 
with one Shador,. than another, © SP ame 21 eG 
Whereas weeſteem our outward Diſcipline no otherwiſe than as 
outward Means, compoſed and adapted by the'moſt pious and lear- 
ned Men, from the ſacred Fountain of the Scriptiires; faited to eve- 
ry Capacity through a whole Kingdom 3 the leaſt knowing, as well 
as the moſt learned ; that all may joyn together. Tit which, the 


pious, and well-4;ſpoſed Chriſtian 'may worſhip-God # the Bearty of 


Holineſs ; and the Touth and Jenorant, as With a Leading: ſtep,' may 
be trained up, from the firſt Principles of Religibi,” tothe/greateſt 
PerfeCtion ; and whereby alſo the Profare and Ldb/e-are, 'by a've- 
nerable Authority,. infloenced 'and reclaimed, at teaft” Kept within 
ſome Bounds, from ſcoffing at Religion 3; which'is Yaily occafioned by 
the-Separation of ſuch who are ſtjll ſubject (with their Nefghbours) 
to the ſame Infirmities attending Humane Frailty, 'as'well a$-to 
Pride, Ambition, Self. Love, (in the inordinate Love of the World,) 
railing at, and cenſuring of others, "and yet puffed vp with a Falſe 
Conceipt of their Way, do herd and diſtinguith themſelves nnder 
their ſeveral Leaders, into ſo many and vations Ways, Opinions, and 
Perſuaſions ;, (1 wiſh it were not ſo near a Reſemblance of the ſeveral 
Orders in the Church of Kome ; ) and all under condutt of their pe- 
culiar Guides. 

From whence'it comes to. paſs, that yain and looſe Perſons, be- 
ginning firſt with light Thoughts f ReHeiori, arid by degrees de- 
clining the publick Prayers of the'Chiirth} and'private Family-Dn- 
ties; and from thence giving ſcope to'botindleſs Lults, at laſt caſt 
off all Religion, and become downright Debanch:es, and prattical 
Atheiſts. | BE | 

This may fatisfie any but ſach-as are in love with a falſe Perſua- 
ſion, and beforehand reſolved to know no better, that the Offence 
is taken, and not juſtly given, by thoſe that thus ſeparate from our 
National Communion ; eſpecially when they may be all io clearly 
convinced, that: the original Cavſe of Separation from the Com- 
munion did not atiſe from any thing either in our Do@trine, of 
the Diſcipline of our cn but from what was aCfted by Tem- 
poral Rulers, (as they were ſteered by Feſwires, and Popiſh Tnterefts,) 
3n Eccleſiaſtical Courts, procuring a Fotectation of Sports oi the 
Lord's Day ; and Indulgenice to be granted in other Matters, which 
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The Lay-man's Religion. 

dur. hoby-:and pure Religion exproſly cordemns:andabhors; which 
conld.not but be very. offenſive: to. many honeſt and "well-meaning 
Pevfons:; eſpeciallpiwhen ſo induftriouſly: improved by ſubtile e- 
ſuicet; and whiſpering Settaries, (the ſecret Enemies of our Church,) 
who infinuated into the Minds of the Eafie and Credalous, that our 
Religion did countenance ſuch Evils, and thereby drew them into 
ſeparate Congregations z whereby theyihad 'opportunitp' to introduce 
ſo many- franze DoFrines, rand variety of. Perſuaſions, the Seed and 
Cauſe of. vl ene Hears; Diviſions, and Animoſities, on the one hand ; 


arid of prattical Atheiſm, :Debanchery,, and immorality, onithe other ; 


Both which, (as groſs Z/ppocrifie;/'and bare-fac'd Impicty,) do equa]l- 


ly expoſe usto the Divine Vengeance, and lay us open to'our foreign 


Enemies. For it is moſt plain;; the!Exrhuſiaſtick,, as well-Wthe De- 
bauchee, when thwarred in their Deſigns, have an equal Tendency 
Lo Reb:llion and Freaſon, : | : 

. Ifay, were ſincere, (though mi pevſuileds) well meaning Per. 
fans but-once fully:ſcnſtble of thete great Troths,! and of the un- 
aYoidahle, Neceſlity- of their retiynigg: into; gur Communzon, ast! e 
only Mears left to unite and fave, vs,, hy. reRoring True Picty, and 
Chriſtian Charity, in Sabriety and, Fr ean{reſs among us, it is impoſ-- 
ſible they (hould fleep quietly ang N igat Detore they returned into 
this Boſom "of Safety*':". Far (54 knowl) fear there Is no; other 
Cure left for our nniverfat Diſtemper; /and it &high time to* Begin 
ſo happy a Work, . owes = 
 Wherein their Leaders; if they hivd C45 they all pretdntito have) 


' the-Spirit of Primitive Chriſtianity, may” (as fairhfal in God's Vine- 


yard ) outſtrip all our idte Zabourers-in painfut and powerful Preach- 
ing z and-ecfpectally, -by' their exemplary? and holy. Living, fo in- 
uence their: DoCtrine: of thee Mind; &s:- to redaiim: many profane 
Perforis;' who now take occaſion, from their'Separation;”iiito ſo 
many Forms'and Shadows of Religtony"'tocinveigh;-and'raml"ega\nſt. 
then all: | | 2 OTE IN DIGR2-930 HM COIN I WHAT 
And the Lay: Members, if they retnrn into'-our Communion, 'and 
live up to what onr holy Religion (which ts defetive jrt nothing but 
200d Lyving ) doth moſt plainly and powerfully teach; may boldly 
reprove, (by our Church-\Anthovivy;)\ ard pat to-filence'manyt'open 
Tranſgreilors, and Evit Dotys, who now'take oceafiot!; from fo'ma-- 
ny Faſhions of: Religion amsng-us; to deride and RofF ap alf Reiiz 
ion in general z. and alſo (to their great Comfort) niay'thereby 
ame a ſcandalous Clergy-man-into- a Reformation of his'E.ife,'by 
ſaying, (with the'Spirit of MeoRnots, Nin the Langnage of the holy 
Prophet, J have wort Underſtanding thar nll my Teachers ; for thy Ts 
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And this (I bear witneſs) is countenanced by all our reverend and 
pious Fathers and Paſtors, who would have af to come to the Know- 
ledge and Praftice of the Truth, and who it is moſt manifeſt) are wil- 
ling and ready to comply with any thing that may tend to heal onr 
Breaches, and to purchaſe Union with their Diſſenting Brethren, if 
delired in ſuch a way, and to be done in ſuch a manxer, as may pre- 
ſerve Peace and Vnity in the Church. 

Which we can- never. reaſonably hope ſhould be done, without 
ſome orderly Application of ſuch as muſt own themſelves inferionr to 
thoſe whom the Government (under which they live) have made 
their Speriours ; which nothing can hinder, or obſtruct, but Priae, 
Obftinacy, or Worldly Deſign; all which are direCtly contrary to the 
aweck, yielding, and ſelf-denying Temper of Primitive Gbriſtianity. 


And here I may , with an humble Confidence, inforce this 
Argument from the greateſ# Example, and the moſt ex- 
cellent Pattern; even that of His Sacred Majeſty, now in 
the Zhroxe, the Head of our Government, and Chief of 
our Communion ; Whoſe incomparable Perfetions (whe- 
ther we conſider Him as a Mar, or as a Chriftian) are 
ſufficiently known ro the whole World. 


HO, to give us the cleareſt Evidence of his Zeal and Since- 

rity, hath expoſed himſelf to the greateſt Dangers, for De- 
fence of the Reformed Religion. And though his Education was in a 
different Perſuaſion, (the Diſcipline eſtabliſhed in his native Country,) 
yet, to demonſtrate both his Piccy and Prudence, -when he had ſear- 
ched into, and was fully ſatisfied, that the vital Part of that Reli- 
gion wherein he was bred, and the DoQtrine here taught in our Na- 
tional Church, was one and the ſame, he was neither renacions in his 
own Opinion, nor bigotted tothe outward Fore, or Perſuaſion (which 
is but the Cr«ſ# and Shel.) 

Bur (as beſt became the Head of his People) he, together with 
his Royal Conſort, (as one Soul,) do openly profeſs our eftal liſhed Re- 
ligion; the greateſt Bleſſing Heaven could beſtow, if we know our 

ppineſs. And Oh that all His Majeſty's Subjefts would refent ir 
accordingly. 

And farther, I might urge another eminent Inſtance in His Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Denmark, whoſe Education was moſt ſtrict 
in the Zatheran Church, (the eftabliſhed Religion of that Kingdom,) 
where the Diſcipline is as different from that of the Calviniſts in 
Holand,as ours is from both; and yet, from the ſame Chriſtian Journ 
Pls eg 


— I LE. 


Principle, founded in the vital Subſtance of Truth and Goodneſs, and 
o6t. Wedded to the Shell and Shagow, finding the pure Dotrine ſtill 
the ſame; he joyns himſelf with His Sacred Majelty, in the ſame 
Communion. Et | 
* Who both, during their late Expedition abroad, in the defence 
of their Religion and Country, have conſtantly, in a devout man- 
ner, offered up their Morning and Evening-Sacrifice at the pablick 
Prayers, according to the Diſcipline eſtabliſhed in our Church, 

From whence we may appeal to all impartial Chriſtians herein, 
whether ſuch as are Natives of our own Country, and Fellow- Subjects 


with us in one Kingdom, and do all pretend to hold Unity in Do- . i 


Ctrine with the Reformed Churches abroad, and with us too, in our 
DWational Church, and can ſo readily conform to the Faſhions, Garb, 
and Attire of the preſent Age, and are apt enough to inſiſt on the 


. leaſt minute Particle of Precedency (with the reſt of Mankind) in Ho- 


are ſo tenzcion in their Opinion, and wedded to their own outward 
Form, or Shadow of Divine Worſhip, as, by a continued Separation, 
to ſacrifice our Religion, and the Peace and Safety of our Govern- 
ment, our Laws, our Liberties, and our Lives, as a Prey to our Fo- 
reign Enemies, rather than, with thoſe moſt 1/luſtrions Perſons, and 
many other emjnext modern Inſtances, (who were all as ſtrictly bred 
in different Perſuaſions, under Foreign Governments,) to embrace 
that holy and pure Religion, ſo here eſtabliſhed and ferled among us, 
from the firſt Reformation, by thoſe pros and learned Martyrs, the 
Fonnders of it : I ſay, whether this Srifneſs and Cbſtinacy Goth not 
ariſe from /gnorance and Prejudice in the Hone® and Well-meaning, 
who are ſeduced, and impoſed upon, from Self- Love, Ambition, and 
worldly Deſign in the Leaders and Seaucers, rather than from any pure 
Principle of Primitive Chriſtianity, I leave all Perſons concerned 
herein, to be themſelves Judges of rhe Matter. 

But after all, I would be ſo underſtood, that I do not deſign, in” 
the leaſt, by any thing I have here faid, Abridgment or Reſtraint of 
that honeff, innocent, and peaceable Liberty of Conſcience, (of which | 
have already diſcourſed,) which we mult allow to be the Chriſtian's 
Birthright, 


nour, nc to Order and Decency in Temporal Government ;, yet 
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And now, from all, we may ( with humble Sub- 
miſſton ) draw this moſt certain Concluſion, 


Hat the true Chriſtian Religion, according to the Dod@rine and 
PraCtice of our bleſſed Redeemer, the Founder himſelf, muſt 
be laid in ſincere #Z»ility and Self- denial ; both centring in the pure 
Love of God, (from which Man fell.,) which we call Chariry : This 
cannot he hid, but naturally (like the Sun) darts forth its Influence, 
in Love to cur Feilow-Creatures, Cauling us to love as God loves, for 
Goodneſs-ſake; and from thence, to love our Nejghbeur as our ſelf ; 
r- hich is direftly oppoſite to Concupiſcence, or Self-Lovwe, the Foun- 
tain of ali Evil. 

And ſuch a Religion as this (and no other) will make good Princes, 
2nd good People ; good Miniſters, and good Alagiſtrates, 

This is fuch a Religion alone, as will inſpire our Councils with 
trie Wiſdom, and our Armies with true Courage, and good Condutt ; 
and nnite us all, as Chriſtian Brethren, Members of one myſtical Body, 
and of one National Communion, as beſt becomes SubjeQs of one 
Kingdom ; fo as to be at one within our felves, by preventing all 
home-bred Diviſons, which will moſt certainly ſecure us againſt all 
Foreign Force ;, when with Comfort we may truly ſay, God being 
with us, who can be againſt us. | 

And now 1 appeal to all impartial Chriſtians, of what Perſuaſion 
ſoever, that have ſo examined and tried, as to be competent and 
capable. Judges of Truth herein, Whether any e/abliſhed Religion on 
the Face of the whole Earth comes fo near this Standard, as that of 
our National Church, | | 

© bleſſed and happy forty four Years Reign of that 2ziaen Queen, 
in Piety, Sobriery, and Righteous Dealing one towards another, in 
Harmony of Hearts, and Divize Worſhip, without the leaſt Blending, 
or Mixture of any other way of Wcrjhip, Diſcipline, or Teacher, but 
what was ſo ordained, fctled, and eſtabliſhed, from the Stardard of 
the holy Scriptures, in this our National Church, by thoſe pious Foun 
aeri, and boly Martyrs, our triumphant Wirneſſes, now with God, 

And laft of all, to the end theſe my weak, Endeavonrs may prove 
facceſsful, 1 hail cioſe the Lay-marws Religion with one Prayer con- 
tained in our Linergy, and a few brief Paragraphs out of the Litany 
of our eſtabliſhed Diſcipline, as a farther-part of that Standard, ſo 
' ſaited to all Cap*-cities, that all may ſee our Charity extended to 
tic whole Rec? of Mankind, withont partial Regard, either to pecu- 
tar Incleſures, or Excluſion of any. And fo I do moſt humbly beg 
=] ther love and {e2r Goc, (as they cal their Eye with an impartial 
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Mind on theſe Lines) to joyn with me in humble Prayer to Almighty 
God herein : 


ne 


Oo God, the Creator and Preferver of all Mankind ; We humbly be- 
ſeech thee for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, That thou wouldſt 


be pleaſed to make thy Ways kyown unto them, thy Saving Health unto all 


Nations : More eſpecially we pray for the good Eſtate of the Catholick. 
Church, That it may be ſo guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that 
all who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians, may be led into the way of 
Truth ; and hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and 
Righteouſneſs of Life. Finally, We commend to the Fatherly Goodneſs 
all thoſe who are any ways afflifted or diſtreſſed in Mind, Body, or E- 
ſtate ;; That it may pleaſe thee 10 comfort and relieve them according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities, giving them Patience under their Sufferings, and 
an happy Iſſue out of all their Affiitions, And this we beg for Feſus Chriſt 
his ſake. Amen. 


Againſt Worldly Deſign and Debauchery, the Sin of the Pro- 
fefſor and the Profane, as the two Extreams that poiſon 
and choke all Religion and Morality. | 


Rom all Blinaneſs of Heart :From Pride, Fain Glory, and Hypocri- 
fie : From Envy, Hatred, Malice, and all Vncharitableneſs. 
From Fornication, and all other deadly Sin : From all the Deceipts 
of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
From all Sedition, Privy Conſpiracy, and Rebellion , From all Falſe 
Dottrine, Hereſie, and Schiſm : From Hardneſs of Heart, and Con- 
tempt of thy World and Commandment, 


Good Lord detiver ns, 


For Univerſal Peace and Charity ; and for Grace, and Guit- 
dance of God's Spirit, that we may ſerve him acceptably, 
with Reverence, and Godly Fear. 


Concord, 
That it may pleaſe thee to give thy People [zcreaſe of Grace, to 
hear meekly thy Word, and to receive it with pure Affection, and to 
bring forth the Frutrs of the Spirit, 


© he it may pleaſe thee to give all Nations Unity, Peace, and 
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That it may pleaſe thee to bring into the Way of Truth all ſuch as 
have erred, and arc dece;ved, : | TIO 
That it may pleaſe thee to forgive our Enemes, Perſecutors and 
Slanderers, and to turn their Hearts. he” 
That it may pleaſe thee to give us tr1e Repentance, to forgive us 
all our Sms, IVegligences, and Tgnorances ;, and to endue us with the 
ST of thy Holy Spirit, to amend our Lives according to thy holy 
ord. | | | DIR fo 54 | 
LA IF: beſeech thee to hear us, good. Lord. 


To conclude 3+ 


Fhe ill Management of our Tongue, or the bad 
Husbandry of our Time, will render the beſt 


Religion Vain. 


A Word briefly of Each : And Firſt, Of the Tongue. 


” Muſt add one Ingredient more, as a principal Part of the Layman's 
Religion ; without which, all External Profeſſion of Religion is but a 
Shadow : For which I have a very good Authority; If any Man among 
you ſeem to be religious, and bridleth not his Tongue, he deceiveth 
his own Heart, and that Man's Religion is vain, Fam. 1.26. 

The Tongue is Man's peculiar Glory, and was originally deſigned to 
enable him to praiſe God, and bencfit Mankind ;, as we find it exemplitied 
ks the Man after-God's own Heart : Awakeup my Glory : I will give 
Thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the People, I will ſing _unto 
thee among the Nations; ſo will I teach Tranſgreſſors thy Ways, 
and Sinners ſhail be converted to thee. This 3s the juſt Inference of 
the Son of Syrach, in Eccleſ, The Lord hath given me a Tongue, 
2nd I will praiſe him therewith. 

And as God deſigned in Creation, every thing ſhould anſwer the End 
of its Being, /o we have here an infallible Teſt to try all our Words and 
Diſcourſes : And we may be aſſured, whatever part will not anſwer one 
of theſe two primitive Ends of Speech, either to glorifie Goa, or benefit 
XMankind, will not hold weight tm the Balance of the Santtuary. 

Therefore let as to Day ( even from this moment ) hear his Voice, and 
no more harden our Hearts herein, God hath placed in every Man an in- 
ward Check, asa Rein upon his Tongue; though too many wiſe and ſober 
Men frequently wound themſelves by their too ready compliance with others 


( as Opportunity offers ) to barter Viee and Folly kereim, How often __ 
they 
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ey fore'dthemſelves againſt this inward Caution , either to fabricate, or 
to- relate filthy and frothy, if not obſcene; or. profane 'Stories, Teſts or 
Squibs, -10 obrait the Hononr of a. Fool in' the Play, by diverting and 
pleaſing the ſinful and eaſe Inclination of others, in that whichs not only 
barren and unprofitable, but oftentimes ſinful and offenſive to tender and 
chaſte Organs 5, and ends, at laſt, in ſome overt ſinful Af, How excel- 
lent Advice have we from the Apoſtle , to ſhun this great Evil , 
Eph. 4 29. Let no corrupt Communication proceed ont: of your 
Mouth, but that which is good, to the uſe of edifying,' that it may 
adminiſter Grace to the Hearers : And grieve not the holy Spirit of 
God, whereby we are ſealed to the Day of Redemption,' 

The pruderit 7Aanatement of the Tongue, hath in all Apes been ac- 
counted the moſt excellent Part of hnmane Perfe&tion : And herein 
St. James ſeems t9 allow Perfection in this Life. It any man offend not. 
in word,the ſame is a perfeCt man, and able alſo to bridle the whole 
Body. CRE | | N 
Biu how dezencrateis the Age we live in? . How far ſhort do we come 
herein of many of the pious Heathen of old, who c1ade the Fruit of this 
Noble Member of the Tongue the chief part of their Hoſpitality for enter- 
tainment of their beſt Friends, in tie Communication of the Divine 
Life , as more ſuitable Food, and purer Nouriſhment for their ini- 
rrortal Souls ,, than to eat and drink, togaber like Hogs in the ſane: 
Trongh, or Horſes in the ſame Manger. 

I may adventure to ſpeak, it, ( though it be a hard Saying,) if we 
ſhould meaſure God's Friends ( by this Standard ) in mens Words and: 
Diſcourſes in Converſation, the Devil will have Twenty for One that 
appears 0n Goa”s part ;, which plainly demonſtrates that many are called, 
but few are Chriſtians. 

I pray God ail that read this Paper, may ſeriouſly- conſider this great 
Duty; and tremble to think of the dreadful 4ccount muſt be made of this 
great Talent of the Tongue, to which we owe ſo much, both of our ſpiri- 
tual and our ſecular Advantages ;, that for the future they may ſet a” 
ftrit Watch before the door of their Lips, ſo as to endeavour all they- 
ſay may anſwer one of theſe two Primitive Ends of Speech, either 10 glo- 
rife God, or benefit Men, 

Well might St. James ſay, Life and Death are in the Power-of 
the Tongue, when the Mouth of Truth it ſelf had before pronounced the 
Sentence: By thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by chy Words: 
thou ſhalt be condemned. | 

The Tongue ts the Helm, by which the Soul of Man ſteers the- whole 
Courſe of his Conver ſation among Men ; It is ſo voluble a Member, that 
it nceds rot ſo much as the flexure of a joint, and often moves without- 
giving us any Warning; and as Children eaſily ſet thoſe rolling Engines: 
" is Adotion , which ; Bron Men cannot ſuddenly flops fo _— _ 

in 


du1 aſterum 
fat pro- 

i» ipſum ſe 
tuert opor- 


The Lay-man's Religion: 
Mind (which is the Pilot of our Tongue) wanders abroad, and leaves 
this unruly Engine at liberty, our. Paſſions and our Fancies (which are the. 


. Childiſh Parts of our animal Nature) are to0 apt to ſet our Tongues 


into ſuch a looſe Carier of Folly and Babling, as our Reaſon cannot- 
eaſily reſtrain it. Therefore David, to prevent this great Evil , ſaid, 
Pſal. 39. 1 will take heed to my ways, that I offend not with 
my Tongue. I will keep iny Month as with a Bridle, while 
the Wicked is before me. | And that he might do it effeftually 
he fixed his Mind at home, 4n Contemplation of his own frail Mortality . 
My Heart was hot within ze, whilſt I was muſing (thus inwardly in - 
rent) the Fire (vehement thoughtfulneſs) burnt within me; then 
ſpake I with my Tongue: Lord make me to know mine end, and 
the meaſyre of my davs, what it is, thar I may know how frail 
I am. 


How can the Tongue be worſe employed, or the Speaker 1endred more 
oaious, than in railing at, and cenſuring others, when at the ſame time he 
himſelf may-be guilty of that, or wor ſe Crimes, which might have been bu- 
ried with. him in Silence,had he n0t thus provoked others to blazon them 
tothe World, : 

But all proceeds from Self-love, in being partial to our ſelves, and cen- 
ſuring others, before we look home and judge our ſelves, 

For though Men may imagine their Words vaniſh with their Breath which 
utters them, they may be aſſured they are all recorded with God, and ſhall 
he produced hereafter, as Witneſſes for, or -ag«inſt them. Therefore let 
them carry in their Memory this ſhort Caution to be in all Companies 
their Monitor. 


Remember God hears,and writes down 
All things that Men do fay ; 


And every idle Word ſhall be 
Accounted for one Day. 


Of the right Improvement 'of Time ; or, the great Evil of 
Procraſtination, or deferring our Duty. 


Many are gone to their Place, with a too late Repertance, though 
they daily renewed their good Purpoſes, To the end therefore 


; Thoſe that remain, may no longer harden their Hearts , but 


While it 45 called r0 'day , may (by a better Obedience) hear his 


9 Voice, 
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Poice, 1 ſhall conclude with a brief Diſcourſe of rhe great Evil and 
Folly of Procraſtination ; or : deferring owr Duty from- the preſent 
( which #5 our certain ) toa future uncertain Seaſon : The putting off 
this Day's Work till to Morrow. ' T1, like ſubtile Poiſon, kills 
inſenſebly, not perecived, till "ris incurabie, 


tural, or more deſtruCtive to tim, thanto deferthe preſent 

opportunity of Coing what he ſhould do, either out of a 
tazy indulgence to {loth, or with a deſign of doing that which is leſs 
profitable, or perhaps really injurions to himſelf or others , 
{o ſtupid and inconfiderate, as if the heavieſt load were moſt eaſie 
to carry, when the Body is moſt indiſpoſed. The Work of Lite is 
appointed us at our entrance, ard no part of our time our own ; 
ſo that when we leave the leaſt Duty undone to day, the beſt we 
can hope for (it we live ) is todonble our diligence to morrow ; 
Hodie operanti, cras levies opus, Time is ſo precions, that the loſs 
of the leaſt moment can never be recovered: All that can be done 
towards it, is to ſpend what-is-to come better. This Life is wholly 
in order toanotiier ; and 17me js the ſole opportunity God hath g1- 
ven us, for tranſacting the great buſineſs of Eternity. Our Work 
is great, and our Day of working ſhort 3 much of which alſo is lott 
and uſeleſs, through the 1gnorance and Inadvertency of Yonth, and 
the Diſeaſes and Infirmities of Old Age. Our Portion of Tims is 
not only ſhort, as to its duration; but alſo uncertair in the poſ- 
ſeſſion. The loſs of it is irreparable to the Loſer, and profitable to 
10 body elſe ; it ſhall be ſeverely accounted for at the great day of 
Judgment. 1 hen certainly if ſach a thing as the Philoſoper's Stone 
may be found, it conliſts in giving Time and Seaſon, 2s well as other 
Creatures their due, and Coing every Day's Work within it's com- 
paſs, ( which the beſt find but ſhort to do it well, ) and not put 
off any part cf this Day's Duty tilt to Morrow z which hath al- 
ready the proper Work of it ſelf, appointed by him whoſe-Day it 
is. Wecannot know ( theleaſt moment betore ). what additional 
Task our Lord may appoint to Morrow ; which may be ſuch as 
may require our utmoſt capacity. Szff.cicrr for the day is the Evit 
thereof, 1n all its Circumitances. The preſent Inſtant alone is ours ;,, 
our Hezlth and Strength may fail, as. well as Opportunity.z but our. 


(Y all the Follies incident to Man, there is nothing more na- 


corrupt Inclinations are too apt to increaſe ; ſo as to morrow we 


may beleſs diſpoſed to onr Duty, and too apt again to-.put off till 
another Morrow : Nay, we may never havea Day more to work ;, 


'or berendre? ancapable of worfing more. Qui non eft hodie, cras: 
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_Tcannot have a better Tutor than the Roman Per ſexs, iinſtrifted 
by Natures Light, on this Subject ; though it is a ſhame ſo many 
who pretend to he Leaders of the Blind in Goſpel-Light ſhould 
come {o far ſhort of what he taughtin the practice of his known 


Duty. 


Cras hoc fit ; idem eras fiet : quid ? quaſs marnum 
Nempe diem donas? KC. FOR 


To Morrow we'll do this : Alas, you'll do 

The ſame to Morrow, | Why ash we of you 

So much ? To wit, One only Day; but when 

The Third Day comes, we have conſumed then 
To Morrow, Teſterday; and thus to orrow 

Of time, though yet te come, ſtill on to Morrow, 
Will ſecretly Ge out our time at laſt, 

When ev'ry Day, 4.new Day will be paſt, 
Never to be recall'd; for thou, O Wheel } 

Which doſt about the ſecond Axle reel 
Hind-moſt may'ſt ſtrive in vain for to o'retake 
The fore-moſt turning forward, which doth make 
Like haſte, with equal ſpeed, although thou be 
Hard by it plac'd, under the ſelf-ſame Tree, 


32* Die Martii, Anno Libertatis, Gratia ſpeciali mihi abundante, 
reſtitut#, 10. 
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FF T wight have been expetted from ſuch a Title as The T.ay-0147's 
, jy *«ligron, (that: L ſhould have begun with, ſome Preface, by:way.gf 
A Apvlogy,for preſuming to treat of any thing ſacred: Theretpye 
as I have already propounded my end, .and ſhall leave what I have 
written, to ſhew Cauſe why z ſo it becomes me here in the.cloſe, to 
tell the World mare plainly what hath induced me hereyngo, ,and my 

In-tae Yr. place, i ae monk awnbly acxnowiedge My OWN LACAapa- 
city, to-trace many, things ,io-yhis; ſmall Treatiſe to their Original : 
And that: whatſqeyer i have rho SOD ed and , publiſhed, relating 
to the Dodtrine and Nrinciples of, Religion, or Man's Duty, 1s no 
more mine, than as have collected, digeſted, and regiſtred itin my 
own Mind , from the-Works and / _—_ of pious and learned 
Men, who prepared, and handed.it downto.we.and others, for the 
common Good.of Mankind. |. Wherein I have forborn.to quote. the 
Authors Names, whoſe Words and Senſe [ have ſo made ule of, to 
the end, wholeſome Truth ( which ſufficiently commends it ſelf to a 
Mind well qualified ) may not be leſs welcome to an impartial Rea- 
der, though conveyed down by. Meu of different Perſyaſjons,which 
hath been che Fate of many excellent Treatiſes, among ſuch as are 
too apt to have Men's Perſons,. rather than their real worth iz admi- 
ration ; not conſidering,that he molt refined are but garthen Yeſſels, 
when the Treaſure is (ig all). illghe lame. 

When Ibeheld (to my great Grief ,) the generality of Diſſenters, 
though ſcarce acquainted. with,the Fandameatal Truths of Chriſtia- 
nity, and having no more knowledge of the Doctrine and Diſcipline 
of our Church, _ fram $he falle and malicious ;Reports.of our E- 
nemies ; yer puffed. up; with,anhigh.conceipr of the excellency of 
their own Way ; and wiltyllytenacous every one intheirown ſeve- 
ral Perſuaſion; 2apd oſ@,prepallelied. with, prejudice. -This Our 
eſtabliſhed Religion, that they were ſo og nenk reading , that they 
m_ _ _ hath been written, in Lan vm and Sou 

or their inſtruCti :$be rexerend gndyearned Clergy of our 
Church ; ſayiog, It weed oll one Þ ro & ye os Trade and 
Intereſt ; I could no longer bear with ſach Aﬀronts and Indignities, 
to be openly caſt upon Truth it ſelf, leſt I might by my ſilence be- 
: : F come 
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Waller. 


, 


The T.ay-man's Religion; 
come guilty of that, which 1 did not endeavour ( as muctias-in me 
«.Jay,).to hinder. POD TAPER WEE He | 
And therefore, in obedience to the Diftate of my own Conſcience, 
having with an impartial Mind ſearched into the Truth of all, fo as 


to he righaly informed, and fully perſuaded in my Mind; (neither 


impoſed upon, or influenced by any Party ;) 1 jadged my ſelf un- 


der the higheſt Obligation to God and Man, as aÞproper Witneſs. 


for Truth, to publiſh to all. the World, what God hath been graci- 
. ouſly pleaſed thus to make known to me : Solemnly appealing:to 


the Searcher of all hearts, 'tis done,to the beſt of my Underſtanding, 
' Knowledge, and Belief, purely for diſcovery.of:Truth, and. for the. 


"Goodof Men's Souls in all Perſuaſions. 


_* "And as my whole Deſign herein hath been 3: ſo it ſhall be my hear. 


ty Prayers and Endeavorrs to ſtem the Tide of Debanchery and'im- 
morality, which threatens. univerſal Deſolation to the preſent Ags, 
and Ruine-to-Poſterity; and ( a$the heſt means to effect that.) to 
promote Charity, and Brotherly: Kindneſs among all that make 
Profeſhon of Chriſt ianity-;- that they may ſo live and act; as to keep 
their Conſcience void-of Offence towards-Ged and: towards Man ; 
the only Medium to render Religion amiable; thereby- to-promote, 
ard reſtore that Harmony in- Divine Worſhip; which, for ſo many 
Years, rendred our Nation the Goſhew-of the whole Earctr; a Blef- 
fng ( if-well underftood?), moſt deſirable in all-Nations.. 


Could —_— Diſputes, and prattiſc-Love, , 
We ſhould agree as Angels do above. 


Self-Love would ceaſe, or be dilated, when: 
We ſhould. behold as many Selfs as Men :- 
All of one Family in Blood ally'd, 
His precious Blood, that for our Ranſome dy 4. 
Love a+helov'd, who left hjs Glorious Seat; 
To make n« hamble, aud to make 4 great: 
This Iron Age, ſo fraudulent and bold, 
© ' Towkh'dwith tha Love, wonld be an: Age-of Gold-. 


The End'of tht' Fiſt Part: 
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